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Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod

earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere, indeed, an

exile I had been, Lone and deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he

abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his

uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his

body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers,

who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of

somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and

answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed,

he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as

thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who

was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew

me not, but there betided me this and that.'.Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how

God gave him, i. 174..Then they ate and the tables were removed and they washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh

and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these

kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening

and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who

were present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.?STORY OF SELIM AND

SELMA..As they were thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number

forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi

exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness

the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and

we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in

his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and he said

to his son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of

my mother's brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".Locust, The Hawk and

the, ii. 50..Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore

sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared

on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about

to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had

so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of

the king's daughter..So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he

died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in

a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I

abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?'

And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and

reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to

rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it

entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some

place.'.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its

folk!" (147) And he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me

another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered

Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against

vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was

other than this; to wit, it was as follows. (153).Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid

rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to

the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and

released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High,
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the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered

he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none

in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him;

so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he

had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El

Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..The Twelfth Night of the Month..When the vizier came to the King of

Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening

and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he

went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them both and

dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in

him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this pavilion

overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that which his

wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the vicissitudes of

fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate anything, it profited

him not..King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..I went out one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of

the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up;

but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and

made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..There abode once, of old

days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and

story-tellers, to entertain him by night Among his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and

dear unto him, so that he was not forgetful of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that

he was grown of little account with the Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had

been his wont. This was grievous to Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are

changed towards me and nevermore shall I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and

concern waxed upon him, so that he recited the following verses:.Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating and drinking and all delight of life, till

all that was with them was spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and he said, "I have it in mind

to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling, two hundred dinars and

two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves dead and this is the trick. I

will die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my turban over me and tie my toes

and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting

thy face and crying out. She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he

is dead." She will mourn for me and weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out

and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come back, and when thou returnest to me, I will

rise up and thou shalt lie down in my place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress

and pluck at my beard. He will mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to

me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;' and I will come back to thee.".? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is

and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.Then she drank three cups and filling

the old man other three, sang the following verses:.A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him,

and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he

turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his

wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him,

"Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his house, laid it under his head and

passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing what the king purposed

against him..Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward

journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and

returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three

days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return],

safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and

she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five

with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were
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certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was

there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom

Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.The Eight Night of the Month.Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying

her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the

folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her

ablutions and prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an

hundred thousand green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh

marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and having

four steps of gold, together with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread

amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was

sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to

do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The

Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah,"

answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He

made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house,

found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I

have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..Then said

Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee

with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries.

Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done

thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the

littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of

foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth

endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him

not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him

by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after

which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one

day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag,

wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side

and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive

glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign

with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear

and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said,

'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!'

answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and

bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king,

that.146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which

he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and

that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in

[one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the

vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".? ? ? ? ? a. The

First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.Now King Azadbekht's wife was big with child and

the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy as he were the

moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night [in that place],

what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can we carry

him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him." So they wept

over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag and

mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,'

answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost
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thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked

Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and

when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy

her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.'

Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,'

answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but

folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt

thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the

house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world have traversed, far and

wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.When the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and

the two youths and their mother, questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king

Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the

enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate]

done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..The Nineteenth Night of the

Month..When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at.

If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs,

imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal.

Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and

wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half

his fill..? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and despair..107. Abou Suweid and the

Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.? ? ? ?

? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..When the king

heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and

showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El

Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become

at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him

more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the

inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the

glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou

didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A

thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend,

and welcome fair and fain!".Conclusion.Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..Then she gave out among the folk

that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his

honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted

him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented

themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had

foregone him of the kings..So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over

going round about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till

the day was half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I

and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a]

living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and

sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim

paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might

fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..I went forth one day,

purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said

to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?"

asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the

river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him,

"Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth

of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the
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perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.? ? ? ? ?

Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.When the king heard his

vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there

till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii.

25..INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond-

man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to

him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to]

need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to

lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had

made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst

was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself

and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and

enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to

which their fulfilment is due..All those who were present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209)

and her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest

thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and

Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for

her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in

a garden goodlier than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er

Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at

hand!'.I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, iii. 112..There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and

the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away,

till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of

the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a

ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept

till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the

Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's

hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with

the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself

and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29)

If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from

hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so

be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own

place, rejoicing..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..Sons, The

Merchant and his, i. 81..? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou

art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to

him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Then he wept again and El Abbas said to him, "Fear not for me, for thou

knowest my prowess and my puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding (63) and skill in rhetoric; and

indeed he whose father thou art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath

traversed the East and the West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion (64) and return to thee, if it be the

will of God the Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?" "O father mine," replied El Abbas,

"I have no need of horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go forth with me save my servant Aamir and no

more.".Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they

ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that

which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she

improvised and sang the following verses:.3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the

damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of

Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent

to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus?

Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues
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of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to

the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his

affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back

strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..? ? ? ? ? l. The

Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..Like the full moon she shows

upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be

vouchsafed your sight..? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth

not stay.".? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I

conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved ones away..And indeed, O my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused together, I

and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than thou,"

answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when I went out

from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which hath betided

me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me and there befell me with him this and that?" And he related to him

all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his laughter..114.

The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.? ? ? ? ?

z. The Stolen Purse dcv.The prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman

and the rest and took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves

they nailed up incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board,

set her] upon a camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All

this befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel.

However, some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me

and went away..? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..When the troops entered

Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to slaughter for the

troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased not to come to

him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities and he requited them many times the like

of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the deserts and the cities..131.

The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..Meinsoun

drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with

him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet

behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet

that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by

name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered

she and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church,

a loveling blithe and gay..? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of them doth not

complain..So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time,

he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the

hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let

it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode

knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame,

seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I

fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom]

were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the

king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that

the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby

we may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a

daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king

hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him

to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of

his affair.".75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and

One Night" and the present "Tales from the Arabic" have now before them a complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales
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contained in the four printed (Arabic) Texts of the original work and I have, therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my

Translation, full Tables of Contents of these latter, a comparison of which will show the exact composition of the different Editions and the

particulars in which they differ from one another, together with the manner in which the various stories that make up the respective collections are

distributed over the Nights. In each Table, the titles of the stories occurring only in the Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics

and each Tale is referred to the number of the Night on which it is begun..? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time

endures; for this is all my wish and care..All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade

one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup,

whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the

curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So

Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door

upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..So she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after

which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly

for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my

father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do

thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money,

wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell

it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan

and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her,

'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to

thee.'.Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..25. The City of Brass cccclxxxvii.Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit,

the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat

him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to

the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what

not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit,

carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed,

when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his

speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and

riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the

way..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.? ? ? ?

? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news of you present!.The folk flocked about them,

to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the

merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the

prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the

prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince

covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77)

nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY.."He shall not

come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in

his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her

down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a

mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst

Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said

Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning

her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from

her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to

them, 'Protection!'.I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be

affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I

am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when

I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my

mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I

might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a
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poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me

with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me

whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service,

and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she

gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xii.By Allah, but that I

trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence,

with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me

what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that

we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had

done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself

discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's

hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'
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