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When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then she

dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me and the truth of thy

speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country and leave [seeking]

thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not turn back from

seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to mind and broke out with the following verses

from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was

straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon

his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up

therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were

clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting

him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook

weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had

gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which

he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon everything in the shop..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.Then they agreed upon a

device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time

of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she

acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and

charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's

city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his

uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his

breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which

irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith,

'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor

use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him,

redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into

the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to

die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then

gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed,

neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.Destiny, Of, i. 136..Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.So he went walking in the

thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him.

(Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin

Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young

Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country;

so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This

will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came

to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and

Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.So, when they had made an end of

eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of

loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them

kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray

and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to

this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and

taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my

night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old

man, and became his guest..As he was about to go away, the cook said to him, 'O youth, doubtless thou art a stranger?' And he answered, 'Yes.'

Quoth the cook, 'It is reported in one of the Traditions [of the Prophet that he said,] "Loyal admonition is [a part] of religion;" and the

understanding say, "Admonition is of the characteristics of the true believers." And indeed that which I have seen of thy fashions pleaseth me and I

would fain give thee a warning.' 'Speak out thy warning,' rejoined Selim, 'and may God strengthen thine affair!' Then said the cook, 'Know, O my
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son, that in this our country, whenas a stranger entereth therein and eateth of flesh-meat and drinketh not old wine thereon, this is harmful unto him

and engendereth in him dangerous disorders. Wherefore, if thou have provided thee somewhat thereof, (71) [it is well;] but, if not, look thou

procure it, ere thou take the meat and carry it away.' 'May God requite thee with good!' rejoined Selim. 'Canst thou direct me where it is sold?' And

the cook said, 'With me is all that thou seekest thereof.' 'Is there a way for me to see it?' asked the young man; and the cook sprang up and said,

'Pass on.' So he entered and the cook showed him somewhat of wine; but he said, 'I desire better than this.' Whereupon he opened a door and

entering, said to Selim, 'Enter and follow me.'."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to

her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the

Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited

the following verses:.Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is

And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of

1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages

of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text

and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is

immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to

part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art

the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.'

So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my

loved ones' loss I rent my heart for dole,.When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his

friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth,

answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the

king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not

acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to

Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And

what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a

thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but

it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be

wroth with thee and with us.".There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but

he had no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son

and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore.

When the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they watched for the

hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the

king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad news of this..60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the

Bath dcxlviii.? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant was the night we passed, with him for third! Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till the

day..When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth

El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.On the morrow they (199)

returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when

Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the

most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..Your water I'll

leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but found him not; and when the king

knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a vizier to fill his room, and the

king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man, whom he set at the head of affairs;

but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new king gave himself up to all manner

of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king and restore him to the kingship and

we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will publish among the folk that he is

dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse

upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to God the Glorious,

the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land and sea, to whom belongeth glorification! Amen. Amen.

Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding and

good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his

governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for
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him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot

followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).Officer's

Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.So

King Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to

her and found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and

preferred her over all his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say

nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to

him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah,

after the name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after

some days, [the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..When thou comest to the house, begin by searching

the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign

thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then

come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a

veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood,

exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from

her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them

and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother xxxi.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the

Tortoises dccccxxiv.How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.Pease on thee!

Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may

look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape [us].".Then he re-entered the village

and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell

robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went

away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had died..On this wise they did three times, and every

time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar,

seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the

truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the

night [there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire.

(235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".Then said she to me,

"To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return

him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not

alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy

saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most

like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment

worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces

[of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with

him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he

redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go,

except the prefect come also.'.As they were thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of

their number forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the

Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and

saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that

which thou dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and

allotted us a part in his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed

with anger and he said to his son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe?

Indeed this man is the son of my mother's brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by

courtesy]!".When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".96.

Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me,

comrades dear..God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment and dismay..? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou

be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow and more exalted aye!.As for Firouz, when he went forth from his house,

he sought the letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now his return fell in with the king's going forth and he found the latter's sandal in his
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house, whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent him away but for a purpose of his own. However, he held his peace and

spoke not a word, but, taking the letter, went on his errand and accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave him a hundred dinars. So Firouz

betook himself to the market and bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted her and gave her all that he had

brought and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house." "Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king hath been bountiful to me and I

would have thee show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart," answered she and arising

forthright, betook herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and she abode with him a

month's space, and her husband made no mention of her..The Fifteenth Night of the Month..When the prince came before him, he sought of him his

daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince

pitched his tents under the windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore.

Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then

he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had with him was gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in

whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to

decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and all that the prince had with him was spent and his company died and there

abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the

servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..Seventh

Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the

eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the

hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I

owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".So saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband and

set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas

settled himself on the back of his courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right

and left and recited the following verses:.The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his

boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of

smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was

wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried

her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's

palace..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..It befell

one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is

yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the

world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with

this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.Then he stripped him of his clothes and clapping on his neck a heavy chain, bound him to a high

lattice and fell to drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on this wise he abode the space of ten days. Then his mother came to him and

said, "O my son, O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the Devil's doing." Quoth he, "Thou sayst sooth, O my mother, and bear thou witness

of me that I repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my madness. So do thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon death." So his mother went out to

the superintendant and procured his release and he returned to his own house..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.19. Hassan of Bassora

and the King's Daughter of the Jinn cclxxxvi.Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii. 172..Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and

when I came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,'

answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her

and invited her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a

day." Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a

handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I

feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying,

"By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?"

And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord,"

answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to me.".When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked

him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may

discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he

arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and

made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111)

among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El
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Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till

thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam,

"We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her

speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her

sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the

most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his

sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged

and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122)

Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and

she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that

be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to

anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the

costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let

down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls,

till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of

merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to

him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful,"

continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik

and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it

evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me

till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more

generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who

returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did

this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing

that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En

Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish

the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.Would we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..As for the

Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O

Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee

again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an

end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all

this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their

image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In

union of life serene and undisturbed content?.? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for

to you 'tis pleasing to torment..One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and

clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him

with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the

goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord;

whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her

blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent,

quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city

and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words

and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to

Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city

that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El

Muradi and his crew]..Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and

I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from

thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So

saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion,

and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building;
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whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got

me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I

awaited her..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..? ?

? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news of you present!.Now this vizier had many

enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His

fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and

died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with

those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and

commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw

near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to

the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this

and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely

slay him..? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my

head..Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered

the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the

crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in

the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the

people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and

largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did

him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.? ? ? ? ? So shall

we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..When the two young men presented themselves before him and set

forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears

poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with]

them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65)

[for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the

judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king

passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66)

him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his family..? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth

and God restored them to him dccccxix.18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.15. The Cat and the Crow cl.When it was eventide, the king caused

avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and

bespoke him as follows:.92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is

grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the

dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the

king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I

die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with

me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he will.".When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before

her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth

they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her

what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should

slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh

fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of

relief.'.When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but,

when I am dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth

with his army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who

was dear unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other

and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and

made sure of victory over them..11. The Hermits cxlviii.I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..Then he raised

his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from

such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but

she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When
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I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear

for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of

trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou

art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price

drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then

the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and

make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a

home..Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor,

The, iii. 203..Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon

Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis

said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she,

'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of

thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O

youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and

majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This

may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to

slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy

waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come,

let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O

dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on

her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness

and her leasing from thy leasing.".The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It

hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's

shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers

clii.Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with

mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining

and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh

Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and

among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his

arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for

this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered

the city and gave not over going round about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect

bespoke them men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may

eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in

his [means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in

your market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it

in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..O friends, the East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near,

iii. 123..King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other]

meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of

his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when

the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he

entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had

adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon

with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in

praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and

putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels

worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat

down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she

and sang the following verses:.67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of

my life I do not reckon aye;.Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister
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Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and

indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for

thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that

which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in

the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit

drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down

to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if

Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are

therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his

troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship

from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein,

together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to

the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..When it was the Nine hundred and thirtieth Night, Shehrzad said, "O king,

there is present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso will be warned and an admonishment to

whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with the king and lower my rank in his esteem;

yet I hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and their cunning may not be set out nor their

wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do they watch over them with all vigilance,

but enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than this. Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib,

which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress, thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the

man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".One day, another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to

hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany

him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and

opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128)

'[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And my friend said to me,

'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found it

exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most

High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.20. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Ask

mine eyes whether slumber hath lit on their lids since the hour of your loss Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay, an ye believe not their

tale,.?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..Then he wept again and El Abbas said to

him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and my puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding

(63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy

qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East and the West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion

(64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?"

"O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no need of horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go forth with me save

my servant Aamir and no more.".When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So

he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls,

each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a

dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the

bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave

of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good,

and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered

with my family and brethren..Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and

Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of

thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he

aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath

carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry.

And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is

that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and

alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the

news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'
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