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? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.So Iblis

the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing.

Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.Then they ate and the tables were

removed and they washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the

place and with thy presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath

spread its wings for departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its

strings on rare wise, played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the

music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..Death, The Man

whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..? ? ? ?

? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and degree?.They lighted down without the place and

when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide

of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people

and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of

departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.The folk

marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous

thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.[One day], as the

ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head,

fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he

answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we

shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the

Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at

that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..Then she

returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my

breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so

either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her;

(18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he

saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.? ? ? ? ? Yea,

to Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear,

iii. 20..King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And

he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not

in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and condition and

they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate

and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete,

what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he

departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost

his wealth and his wit.".Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in

honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his

cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a

chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that

his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor

was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king

bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy

coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of

this?".The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.?STORY

OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a

whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and

abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found

fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most
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High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and

envied vizier.".Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a

sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they

fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him

about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom

they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the

tomb of the king's daughter..When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife

and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and

gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an

advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all

who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession

of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his

subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the

latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's]

attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and

the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on

their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).118. The Merchant

of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.And when she had made an end of her song, she wept

sore..Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war

upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of

illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in

the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was

grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer,

saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he

continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an

excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with the kerchief and

did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to the Lady Zubeideh,

crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story and

what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive

Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him

awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out

and carry him forth.".? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon her face produce, they never would assign. (194).23. Er

Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.24. Maan ben Zaideh and the

three Girls cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? v. The Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.When the king heard this story, he said in himself,

"Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of]

my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath

endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of

wont..Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow,

saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off

from him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and

severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the

pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of

the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with

the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of

Baghdad were fearful of him.".Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look

on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie?

Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that

which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the

superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how

my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the convent 'twas to part
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and fare away!.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.O friends, the East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..Endeavour against

Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall

this happen in a city wherein I am?" And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and when he came before

him, he acquainted him with the matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all

whom the young Damascene had named [as having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite off their heads. Moreover, he summoned

him whom they called Ahmed and who had been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked him and showed

him favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance over his city. (43).60. Haroun Er Reshid and

Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not

permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her

not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a

good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then

divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought

in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he

took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of

death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..Then she wept and the old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face,

saw his eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!"

Then she condoled with her and going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the

princess said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened

slave, who presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay

dead." "It is thou that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said,

"None lieth but thou, O old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and

indeed she was enraged at him and at his speech and wept.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and

passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel

again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad,

[intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of

like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous

case..Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL

ACTIONS..? ? ? ? ? And pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.When

King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her

therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him

and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a

pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and

they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of

this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he

rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject

and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the

hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor

may prevarication be therein.'.85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother

xxxii.Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.As the eunuch was

speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the

king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul

inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I

am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous

to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her

in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her

father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no

dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart

rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I

know that her father's breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my

boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and
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carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding

wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money,

lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and

bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were

thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.'

Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him

from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..Meanwhile, the

Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she

came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.37. The

Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.Then said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I return." But they

answered, saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not of words! Make haste, or we will go with thy head, for

indeed the king purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the prince heard this, his skin quaked and he

cried out at them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to the

king's assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir.

Now there were about him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them from around him, and there

abode none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said

to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away,

as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young

merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most

abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down.

So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to

go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying,

'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers;

and it was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be

healed, and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,]

she knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray

for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me

and I lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue

of unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers

dcccclixviii.So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he

might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was

thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there?

Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and

drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest

whereof I am going about.'.? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me

with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.He abode weeping for the loss of his

wife and children till the morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the

sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast

nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone,

eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which time he

came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the

last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter; so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by

the gate..(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him

to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was

everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I abode with him a while of time and every night I caroused

with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to

his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I and hold not aloof from my presence." And I made answer with

"Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case

and help me to my will..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine favour was

vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her
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speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in

answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn her from her

purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall turn him

from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I

have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but

one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?'

'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she have thy company

and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath

answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning

come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S

STORY..Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief. When he saw me, he knew

me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I acquainted him with the case

and he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this

is my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, I was like a dead man [for

fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent,

iii. 83..As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours

and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house

and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El

Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the

merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented

flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of

burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel

whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore

he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I

perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but

make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and

[women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.'

When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared

for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.? ? ? ? ?

My heart, since the leave-taking day afflicted, will tell of my case, And my body, for love and desire grown wasted and feeble and frail..? ? ? ? ? u.

The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew

not dcccciv.Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so

he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath

taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain,

who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he

accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well

with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his

speech..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and

servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the

commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects

and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears,

Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined that he

was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it to him. When he

heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife seeketh to put a

cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he betook himself to the

fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with them without payment

and give them nothing..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..Then,

when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he

shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the

slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She
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straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she

was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..Some months after this, I met him again under arrest,

in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief

of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this

man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he

me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me,

saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge]

between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is

she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her;

whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken

cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis,

and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in

beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On

this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from

him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in

one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth,

what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly

and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and

covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow

old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with

the old man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the

faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik

ben Salih dlxv.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..Let destiny with

loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of

love-delight denied..? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dlxxix.So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a

service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter,

saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and

promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went

forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of

camels..Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the

youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be

separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they

might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day

drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the

lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the

chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings

that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and

drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and

he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences

by the couch, then shut the door and went away..The Eleventh Day..Then he thrust his feet into boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and

bound about his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his pocket and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent addressed to

the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten pounds of bread and five

pounds of meat and enrol him among the Turks under his commandment. Then he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in one of the

mosques..?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My

grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears, right long and

lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of

David and Solomon dcccxcix.On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the

Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi

Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans

and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the
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Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to

Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and

they sought him there and found him not..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the

pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223)

Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.? ? ? ? ? Far

though you dwell, I'll ne'er your neighbourhood forget, O friends, whose lovers still for you are stupefied..The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it

again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None

lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the

Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou

sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered,

saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the

house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT

AND THE KING..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which

befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure

thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against

morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and

delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he

respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances

of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So

he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..When King Shehriyar heard his

brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his

brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one

condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because we were brought up

together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept this condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and

acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be

parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the

kingship.".Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him

full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun

hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God

the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh

Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the

tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw

the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him

with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become

queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es

Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was

Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that

he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By

Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so

they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in

talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste

is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life,

thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king,

"And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's

flower doth in the bud encase..? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did

rear..Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and

release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his

brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene,

who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and

to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart,
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when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I

am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a

dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year

and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and

cast him into another calamity..? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou

wouldst excuse me still..He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old

woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a

certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten

to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and

discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime];

but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is

lawful, I am at his service.'.Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..I swear by his life,

yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their

number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks

(now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir,

so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off

safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad,

[replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..22. El Hejjaj and the three

Young Mem ccccxxxiv.139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers

el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every

pore..As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven years and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas

carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth unto kings and let make recitations and readings of the Koran, in whole or in part, over his

tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told month, at the end of which time he sat down on the throne of the kingship and judged and

did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished grievances and customs dues and did the

oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people prayed for him and loved him and invoked on him endurance of glory and kingship and

length of continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the hosts from all parts of the

kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his troops and his grandees, and his subjects

lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee come to me and

hasten to my side..Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him

or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop

and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered

she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went

straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and

abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence

and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of

her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night in his lodging..Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young

Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a

looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?"

And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he

came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered,

"No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou

Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young

Damascene..So he was concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son,

why do I see thee chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is

urgent and those who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that

which God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and

hardship of travel, for indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of

peace."
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