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So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house.
So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I
had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my
sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house
without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she
awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and
bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.'It is told of a certain doughty thief,
that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee
from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and
this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is
with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and
take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go."
But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".Clemency, Of, i. 120..He
returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for
him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had
wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how
he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation
than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and
jewels..Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the
earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee
and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair
fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the
king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of
his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of
his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy
pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and
decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves
with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what
saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought
him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the
king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out
therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at
the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..Then he dealt the boy a cuff and he
let go his ear, whereupon Aboulhusn put off his clothes and abode naked, with his yard and his arse exposed, and danced among the slave-girls.
They bound his hands and he wantoned among them, what while they [well-nigh] died of laughing at him and the Khalif swooned away for excess
of laughter. Then he came to himself and going forth to Aboulhusn, said to him, "Out on thee, O Aboulhusn! Thou slayest me with laughter." So he
turned to him and knowing him, said to him, "By Allah, it is thou slayest me and slayest my mother and slewest the sheikhs and the Imam of the
Mosque!".? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she
came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I
cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El
Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no
guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of
him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed.
Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition
aforesaid]..107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dccclxiv.In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..32. The
Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in
morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..Next morning, up came the Cadi, with his face like the
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ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and said to the prefect,
"Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why dost thou not
answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right be on my side, it will
appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on thy side?" "O our lord
the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and trinkets of price. Now
she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none
other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!".They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded
the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off
his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication
with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the
[lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks
(71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject and
submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with
brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.One day, as he went wandering
about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided him what made
him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this
and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape
him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after
he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might
put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a
padlock..When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ?
? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and
bale;.?OF THE ILL EFFECTS OF PRECIPITATION..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his
Pot of Butter dcx.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did
return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and
she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from
weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful
eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept;
whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in
her heart:.One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one."
Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat
piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them
somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl,
whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she
knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my
dwelling.".? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).They
have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes
What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart
doth not grieve.'.Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon. When
Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to his
brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by
him and fell to looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he
bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.'
Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have
severed his windpipe..When the king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may
look into his affair, for the day draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that
which he meriteth.".But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.'
'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and
question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse,
'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night
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the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen
thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.When he heard her
words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to
his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it to him. When he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed
in the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they
know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he betook himself to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that
he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with them without payment and give them nothing..? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the
Belvedere dccccxcv.51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout King
cccclxxiii.So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for
(45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And
they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not
I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'.Drink ever, O lovers, I
rede you, of wine, ii. 230..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped
and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him.
Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the
measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which
fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain,
after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with
me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul
thing in that I look it without his leave.'.Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him
and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield,
thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons
of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the
sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad,
"By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels'
livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the
camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.So they gat them raiment of wool and
clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak
for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of
weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and
now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of
somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and
take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,'
asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou
wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I
May he who's wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings
and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of
Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk
and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a
lion and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the
contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath
vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein
and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its
excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other
kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii.WP="BR1">.Now
the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many
were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim,
saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the
princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye
have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay
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thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said,
'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the
Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xlii.The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went
away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her;
wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the
Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side.
Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant,"
answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of
thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be
content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses
(257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her
father had given him fair warning, but he would not be warned..61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid
ccclxxxi.Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most
High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their
treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other
than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she
was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He!
Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the
people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the
end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..As they abode thus
on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!"
Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they,
"Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we
are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68)
hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the
tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on
the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings
on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this
worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which
thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following
verses:.The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from
him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore
his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told
them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred
dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly
and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that
whereof he was not assured..Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress and she came forward, as she were the rising
sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the following verses:.David and Solomon, i. 275..? ? ?
? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..When she came in
sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and
why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least
and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered
Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to
prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her,
saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? y. The
foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is
past, Fate stoops to no control..He who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, i. 50..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of
fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..And when she had made
an end of her song, she wept sore..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb
the Trickstress dcxcviii.Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover
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cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's
wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest
for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman
inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth
Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that,
when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and
sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two
dirhems..45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is
a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the
eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who
art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning,
with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack
these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still
made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe
me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most
High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third
Calender's Story liii."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story
concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which
are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that
which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the
vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he
findeth no help for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some
there be that return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit
for all folk.".The Twenty-Second Night of the Month..When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the
king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of
him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they
brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my
hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".Presently, in came the draper, at the hour of evening
prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for that which he had
that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife and reviled her
and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and seeing the
turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this and concluded that he was wroth
because it was burnt..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.The Eight Night of the Month.The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii.
235..? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..? ? ? ? ? I'll
say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent my heart for dole,.When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and
said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other,
"Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion,
was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of
hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for
her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee
other than this, conceal not from me aught..? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit
my strength sustain..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless
languishment!.Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his
speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O
lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will
say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the
palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were
on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst
assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear
that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under
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suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say,
'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..So saying, he
left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite
thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When
they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were
mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away,
whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have
bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that
which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they
scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.? ? ? ? ? I fear me
for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain
ccccxiv.When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he
should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I
hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the
slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade
her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O my
neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not,
they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the
Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me
from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon
of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my
neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me this.".The woman who used to act as decoy for them once
caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a wedding toward in her own house, and appointed her for a day, whereon she
should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman presented herself and the other carried her into the house by a door, avouching
that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men and champions (131) [and knew that she had fallen into a trap]; so she looked
at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any feud of blood-revenge against me,
wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth they, "We fear thy denunciation."
But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor going out." And they said, "We grant thee thy life.".King Shehriyar
marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the
kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided
khalifs and kings and others than they with their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already
told thee] is sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the wise.".Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the
calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary
than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.When the Khalif heard these his
verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to their
heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was
Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions
of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn
said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly
than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair
woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench
before] my shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her name."
Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven
and where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El
Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return
unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth
her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not."
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