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When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went out and found her not; and

indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my

handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode

looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it;

whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came

down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes

come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my

life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the

privities..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..Dethroned King whose Kingdom and

Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him

and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to

their dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make

ready the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King

Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the

censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while

the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ?

i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.6. Story of the Hunchback cii.I am the champion-slayer he warrior

without peer, iii. 94. 249----.? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..So

I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes,

saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place where I may find

relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and

precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count,

and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in

God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.When the

day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned

him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with

them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to

the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast

about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined

hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within

the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife.

Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on

the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl,

bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on

his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so

she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and went away..Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i.

150..Craft, Women's, ii. 287..160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii.

132..[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to]

dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the

Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then]

king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true

believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of

time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger

brother..Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which

he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her

slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of

riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her

hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening
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and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of

understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king

and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So

he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news

of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our

allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at

thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person

and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do

thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he

addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he

committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls

And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure

thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..There was once in the city of

Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing to the lute, and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went

forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till his travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute

and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city till he fell in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him.

So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by him and the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him

what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him food and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute

and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh

and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee and bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the

city and thine affairs will prosper.'.'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and

whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a

certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the

highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay

me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take

aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay

thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..The folk marvelled at this story and as for the prefect and El Melik ez

Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this device?' And they marvelled with the utterest of wonderment Then arose a third officer and said,

'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more extraordinary..Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old

woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said,

"They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him."

(39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes

torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry

her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that

her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".Favourite of the Khalif El

Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep;

and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So

she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch

cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".Then El Abbas went in

to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he

rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her

in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his

kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he

granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter

thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts

of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the

[promised] story, "Hearkening and obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.80. The Schoolmaster who fell in Love by Report dclxv.Speedy

Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the wine got the mastery of him and he

became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this night, seeing that he deserveth this

from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword, stationed himself at the door of the
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king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he was of those who envied him his

favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping

watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and

goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants

as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave

the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should

keep watch over them..The prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman

and the rest and took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves

they nailed up incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board,

set her] upon a camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All

this befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel.

However, some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me

and went away..As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting

her of that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and

bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and

when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee

mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch

her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".NOTE..27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great

forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like

of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is

greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead

man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O

king," answered the youth,.When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he

said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub,

(16) whom never oath could bind..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss

and ravishment..As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the

physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a

scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I

rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my

greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but

I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to

me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..So he was concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of

travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth

Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my

son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath

been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But

the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of

our beloved have easance, without fear..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind

and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou

Nuwas cccxxxviii.The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the

[God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i.

291..90. The Devout Prince cccci.? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble

and affright..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice

had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him.

When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was

straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein

because of the damsel and the kingship..Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she

was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may

God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she

saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone
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from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest

in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went

his way..? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..? ? ? ? ?

Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ?

? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the

Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse and the Flea cli.Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its

place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his

friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And

he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and

spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.'

They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the

vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the picture.".? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and

heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..The Twenty-First Night of the Month..112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl

Taweddud ccccxxxvi.ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".When her

husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place,

abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and

made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said,

'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are

these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the,

i. 103..41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson

well might trace;.?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.2. The Fisherman and the Genie

iii.The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his elder

daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep?

Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and

she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the

morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth

one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.147.

Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor

deny.Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the

people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful.

Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the

house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white

turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to

you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was

like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the

description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress.

They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was

even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.Thereupon the folk all cried out,

saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name

(76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours and

bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his

desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the

cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner

of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..68. Haroun er

Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.136. The History ot Gherib and his Brother Agib dcxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears

and help me my woes to lament, And like unto me they'd become all wasted and tortured and pale..82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides

cccxcii.Destiny, Of, i. 136..Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase

in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his

cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a

chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that
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his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor

was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king

bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy

coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of

this?".57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah, He

who created this enchanting wight!".Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said

these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and

have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.' When it was

morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso

guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso

entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not

be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and

smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him therein..? ? ? ?

? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.Meanwhile Shah

Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had

betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the

nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking

upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said,

'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of

him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his

windpipe..Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew

not dcccciv.Next morning, he again took up the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of

those who had given alms on account of the supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat

them and took the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to

the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the

quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and

shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk

departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..? ? ? ? ? A moon is

my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..When the

king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So

they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for

excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and children..Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a

finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant,

marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood

and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the

resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was

entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till we came to Baghdad,

when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so

he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so

whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas;

so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no

opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching

El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".So the

vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him],

and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated

to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought

him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king

should do with him..When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn,

who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.The Ninth Day.As

the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker,
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and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his

soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return,

for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be

grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou

shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an

affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return,

and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the

heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste,

for I know that her father's breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is

[my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule

and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the

Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? Parting hath sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread Of this, whilst yet our happiness in union was

complete.
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