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52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.One night, when the night was half spent, as

Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the

gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to

the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and

after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails,

enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).THE TEN

VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii.

86..? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).41. Ali Shar and

Zumurrud cccvii.Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he

came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is

come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that

I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two

porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).As

they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our

rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen

you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except

thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and

Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children;

nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".It is said that the most

extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a

seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it

of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge

[over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that

bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought

up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).The old man

kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered

the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a

fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said

the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered,

'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went on before them and they followed in his track till they came

to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence, with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of

the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN

OFFICERS OF POLICE. (83).? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes

were fraught;.Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they,

"there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted

upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king

bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his

wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection

of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..The king approved her speech

and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah,

he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother

Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and

envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..One day, the

Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the

eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and

Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris

and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street.

(167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He
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kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his

friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and

indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I

desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to

thee and see her.'.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that

which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then, that.When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another,

"Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what

deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they should go to

the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this

affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth

that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase

and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the

king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in

the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".Then she cast the lute from her hand and

swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for

her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon

and the Birds clii.So saying, he went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his master, till

he reached the palace, what while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out, and set him down before the Commander of the Faithful, who

laughed at him. Then he sent for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him, he said to him, "Note this young man and when thou seest

him to-morrow seated in my place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him and enjoin

the Amirs and grandees and the people of my household and the officers of my realm to do the like and obey him in that which he shall command

them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer answered with,

"Hearkening and obedience," (17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who came to him, and he said to them,

"Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before him and make obeisance to him and come round about him and

clothe him in the [royal] habit and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then

he taught them what they should say to him and how they should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain before himself

and slept..When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble

thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place

wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars

and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are

present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of

trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may

advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..When the king heard this story,

he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay

my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and

abode in his house all that day..99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and

consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the

morrow and occupied themselves with devising how they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by

reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her

children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose

and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now

she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and

she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the

doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.Now there

was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and

suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet

greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with

him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the

young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and
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tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am

grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two,

iii. 145..So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked

to her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to

do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself,

but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying,

'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife

and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he

questioned her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.? ? ? ? ? When in the

sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate.65. The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.When

she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog

Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he

was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun

and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed

one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and

kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the

Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And

indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled

together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one

accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not

[of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered,

saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the

other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city

and made himself king..So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to

her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat

upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself

awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and

commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I

gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and

become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with

men's wits in all manner ways.".So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the

merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man

returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that

[which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me

abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to

entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that

which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her

to thee, may God bless thee in her.".Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath

delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the

vizier returned to order and well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had

missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht,

with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the

righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with

longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence

and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of

my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good

fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and

the Afrit's Mistress dcii.? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..? ?

? ? ? The ignorant man may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..So Abdulmelik went away to his house,

whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with what
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had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved of

this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of the palace of the Khalif till he

wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the contract of

marriage..Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind

and so towards thee fare..Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her

feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!'

Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou

embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy

faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand;

so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she

had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and

pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him after her and wept sore..? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from

fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.148. The Lovers of

Medina dcxcvi.Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there

appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth

from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy

looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the

man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let

down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old

Cairo Police cccxliv.When they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing

them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had

done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them

that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They

approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news

abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the

troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him

and the governance of the realm..There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he

oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was

wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to take service with him; and there

was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood

before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set

out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,'

answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.? ? ? ?

? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O

Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the

lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold

and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam

entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear

nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the

ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam,

and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me

and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put

not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind,

dumb and deaf.'.Now the woman was in a chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were now in the new king's service, were those

who had been charged with the guardianship of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on them, the two youths fell a-talking and

recounted that which had befallen them in their days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their father and mother from their country

and royal estate, whenas the wicked overcame their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and how fate had made

severance between them and their parents; brief, they recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman heard their talk, she knew that

they were her very sons and cried out to them from the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token between you and me is thus and

thus.' The young men knew the token and falling upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who strained them to her breast, and
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they fell upon her and swooned away, all three..? ? ? ? ? v. The Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.The Merciful dyed me

with that which I wear, ii. 245..?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my

loves my presence did depart;.? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a

prey..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.When the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and

sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother, questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are

the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a

venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous

story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..Now

the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and

circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is

squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say,

"Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return

him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried

before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he

himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath

passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So

he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other

is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the

people praise me.' (243).?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.25. Maan

ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.The Third Day..I marvelled at this with the utmost

wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought

him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth

evermore..The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street.

Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and

hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it

behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she

covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh

upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is

for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while

El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in

God the Most High, the Supreme!'.105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and

dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the

splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..So she arose

and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles

lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the

pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down

blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate

in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the

number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof

mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they

ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in

Love by Report ccccii.? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the wight..? ? ?

? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails

still rageth, concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk he riseth, and not in the sky..68. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.When the

evening evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the druggist. So he called the

vizier and bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent

ones,.Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When

the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful.

Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the

house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white
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turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to

you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was

like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the

description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said,

'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King

Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the

mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God

accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the

dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said

to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys

him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered,

saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and

he went, he and his mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs. Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile

after this, the old man assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this

piece of stuff in its own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his [pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they

said, "Go, and God the Most High prosper thee!".42. Er Reshid and the Barmecides dlxvii.When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over

swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he

despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an

inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said,

'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to

him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my

friend.'.? ? ? ? ? And all the desert spaces devour, whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or earnest, (93) still Aamir giveth ear..Then the king assembled

his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity,

none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought,

for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and

thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he

strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and

watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his

son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity.

And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse

and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..The Eleventh Night of the Month..168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii.Sharpers who

cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old

Woman dclxxxvii
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