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When the evening came and the king sat in his privy chamber, he summoned the vizier and required of him the story of the thief and the woman.
Quoth the vizier, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor
when of death they're rent.110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord,
come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four
pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and
behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed.
He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as
he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers,
whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do
we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's
Son and the Ogress xv.The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them
of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to
go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at
the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses.
So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask
what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a
beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one
question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king?
Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon
the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.Then he sent for the
viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye
not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment
of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went
in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding
grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the
well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him therein..Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair
Daughter in, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men
delight..? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.100.
The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have
befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and
free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook
himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his
bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and
thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance
was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of
deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman
who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to
death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".There was once, in the
land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from
want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the
effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver
and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if
with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..68. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets
ccclxxxvi.Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..When it was night, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the hearing of the [promised] story.
"Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan, "Know, O august king, that.Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the
promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as
snow..8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.There was once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with
a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that
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money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his
hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this
when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he
looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days' delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat
in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted
[with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and
searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..When the damsel heard these
verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He
is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old
woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to
thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that
which had passed, and he told the youth..71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..? ? ? ? ? But now
hath Allah from my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I
must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than
this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a
servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth
the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things
dcccxci.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to
lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of
his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found
the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to
her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and
long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it
and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas
and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till
they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a
vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass
description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had
smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..When the evening evened, the king sent
after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and
obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.I kissed his hand and thanked him, and as I was walking
about, [waiting,] up came the guards and eunuchs with the women, who were weeping and crying out and taking leave of one another. The eunuchs
cried out to us, whereupon we came with the boat, and they said to the boatman, "Who is this?" "This is my mate," answered he, "[whom I have
brought,] to help me, so one of us may keep the boat, whilst another doth your service." Then they brought out to us the women, one by one,
saying, "Throw them [in] by the Island;" and we answered, "It is well." Now each of them was shackled and they had made a jar of sand fast about
her neck. We did as the eunuchs bade us and ceased not to take the women, one after another, and cast them in, till they gave us my mistress and I
winked to my comrade. So we took her and carried her out into mid-stream, where I gave her the empty calabashes (188) and said to her, "Wait for
me at the mouth of the canal." Then we cast her in, after we had loosed the jar of sand from her neck and done off her fetters, and returned..? ? ? ? ?
Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.79. Khusrau and Shirin and the
Fisherman cccxci.So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for
this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five
hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is
greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.'
(208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its
price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?'
asked the merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the
merchant, 'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar,
here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even
as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight
and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and
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her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and
taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.So El Merouzi went
away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but
this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and
enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and
do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the
burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she
answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that
they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when
the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out
upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy
father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said,
"God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the
youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king
observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and
straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode
a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it to Shefikeh,
bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the chamberlains and serving-men forbade
her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom
his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and
who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in
four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, For,
if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..? ? ? ? ? No rest is there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to
please me, night or day..Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl,
whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love
and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting him by
promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from my
heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she
hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.? ? ? ? ?
d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the
room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and
kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled
him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with
me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went away but now, before thy coming
in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him), deemed her words true and went
away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide, when she gave
him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the
bath..When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by the likeness of the
name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful favour and
said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on and sat discoursing
cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and he said, "Be ye
indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint ceased from him
and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come
(may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount of a
thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province, whereby his
rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a match for her."
And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as for the
government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the Commander of
the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in
mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The
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shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no
jot indeed reck I..His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.?STORY
OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.When her
husband heard this, he said to her, 'What is thy name and what are the names of thy father and mother?' She told him their names and her own,
whereby he knew that it was she whose belly he had slit and said to her, 'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are both dead,' answered she,
and he said, 'I am that journeyman who slit thy belly.' Quoth she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a saying I heard from the wise
woman.' 'What was it?' asked his wife, and he said, 'She avouched that thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied men and that I should after take
thee to wife.' Quoth she, 'Ay, I have whored it with a hundred men, no more and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.' 'Moreover,' continued
her husband, 'the wise woman foresaid, also, that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been
verified of the harlotry and the marriage, and I fear lest her word come true no less in the matter of thy death.'."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar,
"finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided
the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered
Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the
king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up
prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are
the fingers of the hand alike.'".When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.'
And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they
walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me;
still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's
words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon
and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the
pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come
forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke
not, but bore with patience that which betided him..38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? o. The
King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a
journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of
the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and
foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred
and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to
his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he
gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the
merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..The Twenty-fifth Night of the
Month..? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without fear.."There was once a king
of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in certain
parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.' Quoth
Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God,
O king, for He will help thee more than thy wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and
presently the enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited
him nought. So he fled from before him and seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with
thee, so thou mayst help me against mine enemy.'.Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.Then the two kings
entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them
and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward
Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and
women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.When it was
the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king;
so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and
tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day
findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king
heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long
shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O
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thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.When they knew that there was left him no estate
that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he
return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which
he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78)
found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there
proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of
Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is
exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down
twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve
mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and
was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated
themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and
put him away..Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me,
'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,']
answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any
one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to me,
purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and I entered,
whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door,
whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of
those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at the loneliness of the house and
the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to
me.".? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my rank in the eyes of the people raise high..? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of
longing pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..When the evening evened, the king
summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.As they
were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant,
behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's
eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth
thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her."
And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she
was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene
in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they
hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his
privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him, he said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who
married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant king, that.When her people arose in the morning
and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four
brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark
and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came
up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in
affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the
affair..When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then
she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me and the truth of
thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country and leave
[seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not turn back
from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to mind and broke out with the following
verses from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed
her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her
side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll
weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian
with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an
expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned
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thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon
him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel
and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the
morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for
succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from
thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a
casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy
converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you
to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".Now the king's son was
playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So
they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death.
Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear,
said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss]
of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face
and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So
he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..159. The Man of Upper Egypt and
his Frank Wife dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou shall ne'er obtain; So shall it be, although the time seem near and
the event..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you
with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more sweet..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that
languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.So, when he arose in the morning, he
repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled and said to him, 'What sayst thou
of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out and kill him, and in his house are four staves and each hole
may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself from the vipers?' When the merchant heard
this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the vizier, 'Grant me time, so I may consider the answer.' 'Go out,'
replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy good.'.This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee
another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that
which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and
repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir
Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben
Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?"
and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and
delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and
paper and wrote the following verses:.This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her
slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of
thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have
gotten her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his
mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh,
who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her
heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is
as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were
consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home
and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I
send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of
Yemen.".Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with
King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When
the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So
he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and
taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city,
when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let
bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing,
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in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth
after stress And all things have their time and ordinance no less..Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the
brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and
ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the
bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress
charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of
price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was
bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in
torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids
ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to
meet them with instruments of music..? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst
espy..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he
questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to
have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that
there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had
done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the
king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and
slew him..76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my
tears; despair gat hold upon my soul And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i.
210..? ? ? ? ? His justice and his truth all creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of wandering mind..Rich Man and his Wasteful
Son, The, i. 252..Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii. 31..Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah,
Noureddin, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt
on fire?.? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.Then she discovered to him a part of her
bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!"
Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?"
Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after
which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me
[and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it
moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter,
may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace
of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter
Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii.
41..When Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It
was this youth that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who
was thy father and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit
[when I was little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself
with the nurse and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him,
first and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he
uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the
youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the
place had healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that
He had delivered the prince from all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had
wrought deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young
treasurer, "he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall
attain, and a period which I shall accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".In every
rejoicing a boon (240) midst the singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.84. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.Woman
accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..16. The Fox and the Crow cl.So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but
found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and
fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the
moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his
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case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O
my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going about.'.So they carried him into the city and hid him with them.
Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this;
whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him
and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and
God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise,
O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper
other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".So the old man put his head forth
of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he
came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him
and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he
feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee
confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant
of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so
tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle
of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to
themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee."
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