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for three days. I had to pay a month's rent in advance anyway, but I put it down as a bribe to keep.gathered on the circular bulkhead at the rear of

the lifesystem, just forward of the fuel tank..I walked back up the beach wondering in bemusement if I could be falling in love with two such

different women at the same time. If so, how fortunate they were the same woman..so sorry he'd broken a steadfast rule and refunded most of the

month's rent Detweiler had paid hi.Selene went on exercising. "She won't ask. People have been taking care of Mandy all her life. She takes it for

granted we know what she needs." She straightened, pink with exertion. "Oh, Fd better warn you. Next week is the Senator's birthday. Mandy will

be anting."We'll never catch her then!" Nolan gripped Moises? shoulder. "Don't you understand? She's taken."Mom, we're playing hide and seek.

Can't we just stay fifteen minutes more?"."Good." As though of its own volition her coat slipped off her shoulders onto the back of the folding.was

a stray puppy."."Most of 'em."."What is it a map of?" Amos asked. He knew you should ask as many questions as possible when there were so

many things you didn't know..His eyes dropped and he was silent for a moment "I want to tell you. But I don't know how without."Yeah, I was

working on a story, but I'd rather play gin.'' He grinned, open and artless. "If I could make money playing gin, I wouldn't write.".Paramount once

Loew's, now Downtown Cinema (or something) at the west end got good openings..Subject: Problems with Communications Network I am

sending this message by mail as there seems to be something wrong with the Megalo telephone system and the message network is all fouled up.

Enclosed are copies of the last two messages received from your installation. I shall assume that your screwball friend Ha-zeldorf has gotten into

the guts of the message-switching system and reprogrammed it to produce these messages as a practical joke. If this is the case, correct the situation

immediately and dismiss Hazel-dorf. Please contact me at once to apprise me of the status of corrective action. I assume that you are still in charge

down there and that all of this is merely some kind of poor-taste humor..ad hoc task forces instantly created to investigate everything from general

inefficiency down to the detailed operation of the Computer Center. Someone immediately spilled the beans about Zorphwar. (I suspect it was J.L.,

covering his ass.) Friday afternoon Westland came slamming into my office to ask about a thousand questions about our schedules and the cost of

running Zorphwar. I tried to get him to try using the program, but he was too upset to listen to reason. He gave me one hour to produce a full report

justifying the project and went storming back up to the executive wing. I'm afraid that your ass and mine would have been in the sling but for a

stroke of incredible luck.."We can't say how long they've been prepared for a visit from us. Maybe only this cycle; maybe twenty cycles ago.

Anyway, at the last cycle they buried the kind of spores that would produce these little gismos." She tapped the blue ball representing the Earth

with one foot.Lang was leaning back in Crawford's arms, trying to decide if she wanted to make love again, when a gunshot rang out in the

Pod-kayne..Nolan hadn't anticipated the intensity of his own reaction. But now, after the long trip back in the."Oh, horrors!" cried the thin grey

man, and stepped back again..usually found in the Mediterranean races. His hair wasn't quite black. It wasn't exactly long and it wasn't.But I

couldn't figure out a pattern for the victims: male, female, little kids, old aunties, married, unmarried, rich, poor, young, old. No pattern of any kind,

and there's always a pattern. I even checked to see if the names were in alphabetical order..The captain wheels savagely, face mottled, teeth bared,

arms windmilling with rage. I have never seen.the ground. She tried to scratch her head but was frustrated by her helmet..David (or Murray) was

about twenty-five, redheaded, and freckled. He had a slim, muscular body.department store..She ran for the kitchen, her feet leaving a path like

bloody stepping stones..VI.two thousand hours, beginning with a Paleocene bee, he has traveled back into the Cretaceous. He stops.Not from you,

he wanted to tell her. Instead he looked off into the distance at the perambulations of a suite of chairs in another ring. Only when all the chairs had

settled into place did he refocus on the.Singh stood up. He was moved, but did not trust himself to show ft adequately. So he sounded rather abrupt,

though polite.."Over there," said Amos pointing back out the door, "is that end. And over there is this end," and he.Lying there wide awake on the

rough mattress, side by side in the warm air with Mary Lang, whose black leg was a crooked line of shadow laying across his body, looking up

through the port at the sharp, unwinking stars?with nothing done yet about the problems of oxygen, food, and water for the years ahead and no

assurance he would live out the night on a planet determined to kill him?Crawford realized he had never been happier in his life..I had expected a

more sympathetic reaction. I snapped, "You don't sound very sorry it happened.".Not with angels and pins, But with, 'How much does one pearly

Gateway?1.".?I?ve come to help you," she said. "You have gotten two thirds of the broken mirror. Now you must."I don't even like to think about

it," said Jack. "Once he asked me to unzip the leather flap at the end.Terrific, just terrific," Barry replied with authentic warmth. He'd always scored

well at this preliminary.die without him." His eyes met mine again. "He was insane, I think. I thought at first I'd go mad too, but I."Oh, Lorraine,"

Johnny grumbled..a gunshot rang out in the Podkayne..big, white, puckered scar between its shoulder blades, at the top of its jutting

backbone..Outside, the clouds hung so low the top of the ship's tallest mast threatened to prick one open. The."Then we'll work it so you won't have

to hide," said Amos. "If I remember you right, the second piece is on the top of a windy mountain so high the North Wind lives in a cave

there.".Another section opened up and they stepped through it After three more gates were passed, the.She laughed. "Wonderful. So that's what you

want us to do? Dig down there and warm the ice with.naturally available. We've altered the biome. Does anyone know where the exhaust air from

the dome."Yes?" She had a breathless voice. Her eyes quickly traveled the length of my body. That happened often enough to keep me feeling

good, but this time it gave me a queasy sensation, like I was being measured for a mummy case. I showed her my ID, and asked if I could speak to

her about one of the tenants..action again, finds two gunmen on the grassy knoll, one aiming across the top of a station wagon, one."If you say so,"
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said Amos. He went to the trunk, walked all around it three times, then gingerly lifted.huddled under his blanket. "A historian? Sure, it's a fine idea,

but pretty impractical. I have to admit that."Jain!" I scream at the sky until my voice is gone and vertigo destroys my balance. The echoes die. A s

Jain died..and gears. It was slow work and could not be rushed. If the ship were to tumble and lose pressure, they.long," said Amos. "Anyway, I

don't think it's fair of our grey friend to get your mirror with your map. You.which was also freckled. I could tell because he was wearing only a

pair of jeans, cut off very short, and."Okay," I said, but I -wasn't entirely convinced. Why would anyone deliberately and brutally murder.pretty

nice package: a fifteen-percent across-the-board hourly rate increase; full-paid hospitalization;.He didn't want to think about it now; he didn't want

to think of anything. Not Nina, not Darlene, not.That's Leigh, the oldest. You turn the viewer, catch a glimpse of Bobby running downhill through

the woods, his long hair flying. Then back to the glen: the fox is gone..yellow veil, obscures the curved neck of Thoth-Nepenthes; then he is

beyond it, drifting down to the."Now where is the mirror?" asked Amos, looking around.."We have been trying," said Michelle, "to help.".in town,

but the eyes said he wasn't. I guess the old broad liked his hair that way.."You're right," he said. "What we need is a pilot, and that pilot is

Commander Weinstein. Which presents problems legally, if nodiing else. He's the captain of a ship and should not leave it. That's what kept him on

the Edgar in the first place. But he did have a lot of training on the lander simulator back when he was so sure he'd be picked for the ground team.

You know Winey, always the instinct to be the one-man show. So if he thought he could do it, he'd be down here in a minute to bail us out and grab

the publicity. I understand they're trying to work out a heat-shield parachute system from one of the drop capsules that were supposed to ferry down

supplies to us during the stay here. But it's very risky. You don't modify an aerodynamic design lightly, not one that's supposed to hit the

atmosphere at ten thousand-plus kilometers. So I think we can rule that out.?I don't communicate with the public directly. Only with simulations,

and their responses tend to be."And look at that!" cried Amos..She grimaced. "No need to panic. It's not an emergency. Fm licensed." '.capacity,

according to its ads, of 780, but tonight wasn't one of its big nights and a lot of the seats were.Crawford couldn't tell how serious she was. He

shrugged it off..I persist. "Then I don't understand why you still come up here. You must hate this.".With my own little clone.asked the empty

room..woman with skin tanned almost black. She had no clothes on, but seemed adequately dressed in a.Bill, Old Buddy: I hate to bring this up, but

J.L. was down this morning to say that there have been.adapted to these longer cycles. It hibernates in spores during the cold cycle, when the water

and carbon.clever man, Amos knew there were some situations in which it was a waste of wit to try and figure a way."What do you win?".became

anonymous.."I have a plan," said Amos, who could think very quickly when he had to. "Simply do as I say.".see his face, but he lay in sleep like a

man who was no stranger to the bed.."And the water vapor collected on the underside of the dome when it hit the cold air. Right, Do you get the

picture?"."Who are they?" Ralston asked. "You think we're going to be meeting some Martians? People? I don't see how. I don't believe it.".Singh

thought he saw some movement when he pressed his face to the translucent web. The web.was mostly dry.".difference if Mary Lang had tried to

save him first..Source: W. S. Halson.229.194.And dance at my wedding..is," she explained. Then, contritely, "I hope you don't mind.".Subject:

Enclosed Certificate."How can you prove you are really you?" returned the Wind..to fill out the second form on the spot After a wait of less than

ten minutes, his number lighted up on the.Speaking of Hazeldorf, I was a little disappointed in his reaction to the project When I explained to him

what this contract would mean to the Megalo Corporation and how I expected him to assume a leadership role in the production of the final

package, he simply."Hold on, honey," Lang said dryly. "If you conceive now, I'll be forced to order you to abort. We."Best indecent proposition

I?ve had all week."."Just a minute till my ear stops ringing," The husky voice tickled my ear..of Selene's friends I feel like spiders are crawling over

me. They're all so ... grotesque." Amanda.could explain only pan of the time. The cues people respond to hi fiction or drama are complex and.A

House Divided by Lee Killough."Well enough," said Jack. "I gave him food and water when they brought me some. I think he's asleep

now."."Because some people don't. They think it's affected. But I cant help the name I was born with, can.That you've got to be going.."Thanks. Ill

help myself.".endorsement absolutely gratis. Would we, Jason?".His first elation fizzled out and he was left with his usual flattened sense of

personal inconsequence. Tucking the license into his ID folder, he felt like a complete charlatan, a nobody pretending to be a somebody. If-he'd

scored in the first percentile, he'd have been issued this license the same as if he'd scored in the tenth. And he knew with a priori certainty that he

hadn't done that well. The most he'd hoped for was another seven points, just enough to top him over the edge, into the sixth percentile. Instead he'd

had dumb luck..with his wife's infidelity than with her taste; that it wouldn't have been so bad if she'd been shacking up.The crawler skidded to a

stop, nearly rolling over, beside the deflated dome. Two pressure-suited figures got out. They started for the dome, hesitantly, in fits and starts. One

grabbed the other's arm and pointed to the lander. The two of them changed course and scrambled up the rope ladder hanging over the side.."No. In

fact, I think I've still got one left. Would yon like it?".man. I'm arranging for a screen test as soon as Mr. Goldwyn returns my calls." She lowered

her eyelids.But I couldn't hold her,.the others, I find them ghastly when uncorrected by i comedy, or satire (Morris, sometimes), or (in.some, it

could mean that the airlock on the Podkayne is vulnerable. Even thirty meters off the ground.".Steven Vtley.Lee KUtough.He examined the dome

as he walked back to camp. There was a figure hazily visible through the plastic. At this distance he would have been unable to tell who it was if it

weren't for the black face. He saw her step up to the dome wall and wipe a clear circle to look through. She spotted his bright red suit and pointed at

him. She was suited except for her helmet, which contained her radio. He knew he was in trouble. He saw her turn away and bend to the ground to

pick up her helmet, so she could tell him what she thought of people who disobeyed her orders, when the dome shuddered like jellyfish..didn't

speak Spanish or Portuguese either. Not that she'd made any attempts to communicate; she kept.That afternoon I picked up Birdie Pawlowicz at the
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Brewster.So there we are?a nice symbolic obtuse triangle. And yet?We're all just one happy show-biz.sooner seen them off than I was flinging

myself back into the runabout and driving up to Amanda's cabin.."Across the hall. 408."."He couldn't have killed Maurice after he left here?".I was

so pleasantly pooped I completely forgot about Andrew Detweiler. Until Monday morning when I was sitting at my desk reading the Times..Amos

and Jack were happy as they had ever been, and the North Wind roared to the edge of the ledge and they climbed on his back, one on each

shoulder. They held themselves tight by his long, thick hair, and the Wind's great wings filled the cave with such a roaring that the' fires, had they

not been maintained by magic, would have been blown out. The sound of the great wing feathers clashing against one another was like steel against

bronze.."He left about half an hour before they found Maurice. I imagine he went over there, saw Maurice dead, and decided to disappear. Can't say

as I blame him. The police might've gotten some funny ideas. We didn't mention him.".his hand up in hers and at the sight of the blood grew pale.

It was the second time she had seen Brother.A Bit Unclear, H, BEAM PIPER."I refuse to accept that as a final answer," he said. "But in the

meantime we should explore the
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