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Then said he whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his house,
for that her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to the
Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.113.
The Angel of Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND
GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him,
'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the
merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those
of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more
extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved
have easance, without fear..? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.Therewith King Shah Bekht
rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of
the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and well-being and the king restored him to his
place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like,"
continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's
heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High
hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who
had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched
to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and
past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).117. The Favourite and her Lover
M.When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost
his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out
after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place,
with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of
thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out
of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away
[and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars
profit [on it]..Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.So King Suleiman
Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to her and found her
overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her over all
his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for
Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he
despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the
name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days,
[the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the
king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the deserts till he
came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went up to her and
saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve
God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly solicitous over
thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no need
of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and further me in
the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.King who knew the
Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears
poured down without relent..And indeed, O my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil
came to me and troubled me that night." "And who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat
the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the
door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which hath betided me. What possessed thee to
leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me and there befell me with him this and that?" And he related to him all that had befallen him,
from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his laughter..? ? ? ? ? The road of right
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thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..The king marvelled, he and his company,
and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with
thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take
him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared
on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his
subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him,
gentle or simple.'.So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that
he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he
was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand
there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat
and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in
quest whereof I am going about.'.There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear in the
night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool
looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon
whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be
delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this
fellow and crucify him without the city.'.Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most
High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had
seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.? ? ? ? ?
Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow and more exalted aye!.Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid,
i. 195..Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning
turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..A certain singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one
day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he
touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled
him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an
accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So
(quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in
another place we saw food and in a third beds..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.So he went out to them and questioned them of their
case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father
King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come
forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by
Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of
him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?"
asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).70. Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.I marvel
for that to my love I see thee now incline, iii. 112..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the
grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight..? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work,
there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou
aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger
entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which
never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of
Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor
knew any the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.? ? ?
? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods]
and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore
he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that
the king of the city was the headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir
knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards
plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou
Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he
despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.50.
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El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said,
'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and
country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself,
she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on
them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without
recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.Conclusion.This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O
youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and
won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El
Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and
found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came
before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence
comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself
and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night
she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the
captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal,
opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.? ? ? ? ?
But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's content..The Khalif smiled and said to
his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander
of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not
enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the
Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me
but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece
of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send
for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".? ? ? ? ? When
I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..Then they went on a little, and thieves met
them and despoiling them of that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the
woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion
on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness
shall revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience,
for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to
his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and
entered the village..Now they had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.'
So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and
knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving
his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the
king.".?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE.."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad],
there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as
he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a
goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying,
his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth
concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;'
whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of
the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of
fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what he had
caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him with
God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked
she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the cup, forthright we signed to past it round
And sun and moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from it straight..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold,
inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.So, when it was the foredawn
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hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up
came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;'
and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon
bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas,
my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death
about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and
good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought
his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with
her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then
came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet.
When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink,
and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her
consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she only redoubled in aversion to him..Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou
Tai, i. 203..Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress v.When the king heard
their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the
horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and
scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were
four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said
ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..The old man betook
himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which
when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all that she
bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where he relieved
him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till they were
satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found
her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this
dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but,
by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade
the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made
me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof
every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence.
Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's
mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be
visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by,
[without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise
they abode days and months..Ibrahim and his Son, Story of King, i. 138..Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of
honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some
of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and
upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the
damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky.
When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present
were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave
chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique
among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of
wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the
jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she
said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following
verses:.Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they
made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most
delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all
that hath come down to as of their story.".Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good
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tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down
on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he
addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into
their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of
honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented
themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest
of the kings.'.? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant was the night we passed, with him for third! Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till the
day..Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with
my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love and gave her charge
over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting him by promising him that she would
be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that
which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she hath taught these two youths this
pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.When the king heard his chamberlain's
story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not,
and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to
his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer
or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".? ? ? ? ? d. The
Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting
chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as
follows:.?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its
brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old man and woman, and ate of the fruits
that were in the island and drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the side of the island, to fill up with water,
whereupon they (63) looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was therein, both men and goods, belonged
to him, for that he was a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the owner of the island, and he went up
[into the ship] and gave the Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him yearn unto her and his soul prompted
him to use treachery and practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us in the ship is a woman with child, and
we fear lest she be delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.' Now it was the last of the day; so he
sent to her to come up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her; and he promised her clothes and
spending-money. Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her gear to the ship; but no sooner
was she come thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail.."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi
went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their
women have played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I
would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed,
aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their
craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which
befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the
king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as
follows:.The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;"
[and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that
sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer
said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell
thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near,
she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from
his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O
Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my
place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him
nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said,
'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary,
what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no
virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'.102. The Apples of Paradise ccccxii.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er
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