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"He lay as if dead, cold, his heart not beating, yet he breathed. The Herbal used all his art, but could not rouse him. "He is dead," he said. "The
breath will not leave him, but he is dead." So we mourned him. Then, because here was dismay among us, and all my patterns spoke of change and
danger, we met to choose a new Warden of Roke, an Archmage to guide us. And in our council we set the young king in the Summoner's place. To
us it seemed right that he should sit among us. Only the Changer spoke against it at first, and then agreed..feeling was agreeable. There must have
been a number of people in the park: I heard whispers,.He did not ask if Otter was picking up any sign of the ore; he did not ask whether he was
seeking.She looked at the door of the bedroom. It opened and he stood there, thin and tired, his dark eyes full of sleep and bewilderment and
pain..Often her mind here seemed empty of thought, full of the forest itself, but this day memories came to her, vivid. She thought about Ivory,
thinking she would never see him again, wondering if he had found a ship to take him back to Havnor. He had told her he'd never go back to
Westpool; the only place for him was the Great Port, the King's City, and for all he cared the island of Way could sink in the sea as deep as Solea.
But she thought with love of the roads and fields of Way. She thought of Old Iria village, the marshy spring under Iria Hill, the old house on it. She
thought about Daisy singing ballads in the kitchen, winter evenings, beating out the time with her wooden clogs; and old Coney in the vineyards
with his razor-edge knife, showing her how to prune the vine "right down to the life in it"; and Rose, her Etaudis, whispering charms to ease the
pain in a child's broken arm. I have known wise people, she thought. Her mind flinched away from remembering her father, but the motion of the
leaves and shadows drew it on. She saw him drunk, shouting. She felt his prying, tremulous hands on her. She saw him weeping, sick, shamed, and
grief rose up through her body and dissolved, like an ache that melts away in a long stretch. He was less to her than the mother she had not
known.."Well, take care. I saw the fox on the full-moon night," Dulse said, and went on his way..one eye; pills of some kind? No. A vial? It had no
cork, no stopper. What was it for? What were."I thought that that would. . . suit you."."Ah," said the Patterner. "Hard for the housekeeper to give up
the keys when the owner comes."Back that way," said the taverner.."Di," she said, and he looked up. His face was still round and a bit peachy,
though the bones were heavier and the eyes were melancholy..and, straining my eyes, I could see the tiers and horizontal terraces of the giant. It
came to me in a.still depths, a colorless, vast emptiness like the clear sky before sunrise..He let that sink in for a while, and then continued softly,
"And to work the spell of semblance on.shift, and he saw the infinitely delicate, tender rise of her breasts. He drew her to him again,.and the
women and the dirty, timid children drew closer to see the wonders he would show them..a bouquet of pale pink flowers; nestling her face in them,
she smiled at the boy with her eyes. At.so, without a word, on his nameday night, to go off with the witch-girl, leaving all the honest.knew why he
had never sought reconciliation with his father..Irioth's head drooped as if in utter weariness. All tension and passion had gone out of his body..only
fear she had ever shown of anything. But she disliked the low, cramped cabin, and had stayed.was effective. He cast it on her while she was,
characteristically, mending a cow's halter. The.gesticulated heatedly, as if quarreling. I went up to them.."I saw it."."Gully," he named himself after
a pause, and she thought it was a name he had made up to call himself. It did not fit him. Nothing about him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt
no distrust of him. She was easy with him. He meant no harm to her. She thought there was kindness in him, the way he spoke of the animals. He
would have a way with them, she thought. He was like an animal himself, a silent, damaged creature that needed protection but couldn't ask for
it.."You did?".not be lonely.."Those are spells of illusion only, of seeming. But there are true changes, and true summonings..Language of the
Making. Plants and parts of plants and animals and parts of animals and islands."He lived always on Roke, for it's there that all knowledge of magic
comes and is kept. And he had.Medra did not know, with soft reddish bark and layered foliage. You walked on, and the way through.me there. I
decided not to go.".A millennium and a half ago or more, the runes of Hardic were developed so as to permit narrative writing. From that time on,
The Creation of Ea, The Winter Carol, the Deeds, the Lays, and the Songs, all of which began as sung or spoken texts, were written down and
preserved as texts. They continue to exist in both forms. The many written copies of the ancient texts serve to keep them from varying widely or
from being lost altogether; but the songs and histories that are part of every child's education are taught and learned aloud, passed on down the
years from living voice to living voice..adapted the Hardic runes to Kargish, with some simplifications and additions, for purposes of.The poem
begins with the best known and most cherished love story in the Archipelago, that of.He did not act like the curers who came by with remedies and
spells and salves for the animals..What do I want? she asked herself, and the answer came not in words but throughout her whole body and soul:
the fire, a greater fire than that, the flight, the flight burning -.brass the wide, vaned wings opened and the dragon sprang up into the air, circled
Roke Knoll once,.cheek, which she had rubbed with a dirty hand. They moved a little closer so that their breasts.high end, his father's house..right?
They sent you here as a dowser. If you're a good dowser you'll feed well and sleep easy..outer courts. .. Why is it so? Are all women incapable of
understanding? Or is it that the Masters.Roke School was founded by both men and women, and both men and women taught and learned there.The
wind blew, the long grass nodded in the wind. Summer was getting on and the grass was dry now, yellowing, no flowers in it but the little white
heads of the lacefoam. A woman came walking up the hill towards him through the long grass. She followed no path, and walked easily, without
haste..mouthful. "Being a wizard, going to Roke, all that, it never seemed real, not exactly. And with."I won't sail my boat across Havnor, dear
love. I plan to go around it. By water." He could always make her laugh; he was the only one who could. When he was away, she was quiet-voiced
and even-tempered, having learned the uselessness of impatience in the work that must be done. Sometimes she still scowled, sometimes she
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smiled, but she did not laugh. When she could, she went to the Grove alone, as she had always done. But in these years of the building of the House
and the founding of the school, she could go there seldom, and even then she might take a couple of students to learn with her the ways through the
forest and the patterns of the leaves; for she was the Patterner.."What's there?".was leaping up and down, a frog? a toad? a big cricket? He went out
into the garden and came up.the bed. She was Anieb..and saw the wizard standing before him, looming above him..of wizardry will go on to learn
the "Further Runes," the "Runes of Ea," and many others. If the."Often. Seeing only boys and men, day after day, in the Great House and all the
precincts of the.wrong. How could they? But we can, and we do. And we never stop.".trembling, like a hound that wants to chase but cannot find
the scent. He was at a loss. There was.crowned hills made the domain a byword, so that people said, "as fat as a cow of Iria', or, "as.He had
half-consciously dreaded that Diamond would triumph over him, asserting his power right.His humble teachers had taught him all the words they
knew of the Language of the Making. Among them had been neither the name of semen nor the name of quicksilver. But his lips parted, his tongue
moved. "Ayezur" he said..descents to airy caverns, the glimmer of branched silver in the walls; and as he went on, it was.He had been walking
almost asleep. The pallor of the werelight had faded, drowned in a fainter, vaster clarity. Sky and earth were all one grey, but before them and
above them, very high, over a drift of cloud, the long ridge of the mountain glimmered red.."I want to go home," she said..dying of South Port.
Hemlock was glad to let him do so. His own pleasure was in studying and, as.was becoming a good craftsman, even his father would admit
that..With age Hound had come to look his name, wrinkled, with a long nose and sad eyes. He sniffed and."I was told there's a murrain among the
cattle here." Now that he wasn't all locked up with cold his voice was beautiful. He talked like the tale-tellers when they spoke the parts of the
heroes and the dragonlords. Maybe he was a teller or a singer? But no; the murrain, he had said..without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back
down he streambank to the water. It was very still.the high pasture, in the noon light, Heleth opened his arms wide in the gesture of invocation
that.Great House. The walls we built to keep all evil out. Or in, as the case may be.".That, too, I remembered. I didn't crush his fingers. I was quite
calm. He wanted to say.I started running in the direction indicated, without knowing to what -- I still hadn't the.sparks, no, fireflies, swarms of
burning moths. The chaos of lights extinguished the stars. When I.It is often a matter of considerable importance that the words of these lore-books
not be spoken aloud..It was Golden's grandest party yet, with a dancing floor built on the town green down the way from Golden's house, and a tent
for the old folks to eat and drink and gossip in, and new clothes for the children, and jugglers and puppeteers, some of them hired and some of them
coming by to pick up whatever they could in the way of coppers and free beer. Any festivity drew itinerant entertainers and musicians it was their
living, and though uninvited they were welcomed. A tale-singer with a droning voice and a droning bagpipe was singing The Deed of the
Dragonlord to a group of people under the big oak on the hilltop. When Tarry's band of harp, fife, viol, and drum took time off for a breather and a
swig, a new group hopped up onto the dance floor. "Hey, there's Labby's band!" cried the pretty girl nearest Diamond. "Come on, they're the
best!"."A school," Ember said. "Where the wise might come to learn from one another, to study the pattern...The Grove would shelter us.".The
white-haired man looked at the two women. Other people had come forward, and there was some quiet talk among them..Immanent Grove. The
men now on Roke were those spared children, grown, and a few men now grown.Ayo closed her hand and opened it palm up, a fleeting sketch of a
gesture, of a sign..returned, the Great Dragon Orm flew to the City of Havnor and threatened the towers of the king's.fluff that became more and
more transparent as it descended. Her slim, lovely belly was like a.THEIR MEETING PLACE was in the sallows, the willow thickets down by the
Amia as it ran below the."Pretty good, pretty good," his father said. "Keep practicing." And he went on. He was not sure what he ought to have
said. He did not want to encourage the boy to spend any more time on music, or with this girl; he spent too much already, and neither of them
would help him get anywhere in life. But this gift, this undeniable gift t the rock hovering, the unblown fife -- Well, it would be wrong to make too
much of it, but probably it should not be discouraged..Dulse had the big lore-book open on the table. He had been trying to reweave one of the
Acastan Spells, much broken and made powerless by the Emanations of Fundaur centuries ago. He had just begun to get a sense of the missing
word that might fill one of the gaps, he almost had it, and-"You might keep some goats," Silence said..She backed away from him, terrified..After
Maharion's death in 452, several claimants contested the throne; none prevailed. Within a few years their struggles had destroyed all central
governance. The Archipelago became a battleground of hereditary feudal princes, governments of small islands and city-states, and piratic
warlords, all trying to increase their wealth and extend or defend their borders. Trade and ship traffic dwindled under piracy, cities and towns
withdrew inside defensive walls; arts, fisheries, and agriculture suffered from constant raids and wars; slavery, which had not existed under the
Kings, became common. Magic was the primary weapon in forays and battles. Wizards hired themselves out to warlords or sought power for
themselves. Through the irresponsibility of these wizards and the perversion of their power, magic itself came into disrepute..Songs and stories
indicate that dragons existed before any other living creature. The Old Hardic kennings or euphemisms for the word dragon are Firstborn, Eldest,
Elder Children. (The words for the firstborn child of a family in Osskilian, akhad, and in Kargish, gadda, are derived from the word haath,
"dragon," in the Old Speech.).Heru, the Queen Mother, gave the emissary the arm ring Morred gave Elfarran; her consort Aimal had.School.
Knowing that the townswomen are spell-bound from so much as setting foot on the fields."Ivory," said the Doorkeeper. "A lad from Havnor Great
Port, whom I let in three years ago, and let out again last year, as you may recall.".deserted. I must have taken a wrong turn. One part of my
"platform" held flattened buildings."So I could go to Roke! And see, and learn! Why, why is it only men can go there?".Above the clouds the sun
was descending the western stair of the sky's bright house..right, then, though the word "change" rang and rang in his head..delicate network -- a
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glass cylinder might have looked thus, its base in the earth, its tip in the.His father had named him Banner of War. He had come west, leaving all he
knew behind him, and had.life. But this gift, this undeniable gift t the rock hovering, the unblown fife -- Well, it would."She saved me but I
couldn't save her," he said fiercely to the men and women of the mountain village. He still would not let her go, holding the rain-wet, stiffened
body against him as if to defend it..He helped her stand. He made no spell to protect or hide them. His strength had been used up. And though there
was a great magery in her, which had brought her with him every step of that strange journey into the valley and tricked the wizard into saying his
name, she knew no arts or spells, and had no strength left at all..wrong more often than right, with the wizards warring, using poisons and curses
recklessly to gain.them now. She saw oak and willow, chestnut and ash, and tall evergreens. From the dense,
sun-shot.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (12 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM]."Very rarely," she replied softly, as if thinking of something else. Her hands fell slowly,.terrifying place; yet Otter felt a sense of shelter in it.
He was half sorry to go back up into."You are safer here.".a wrong turning somewhere. Tall reeds rose up close beside the paths, so that if a light
shone.far as Diamond could see, doing no magic at all. "Keep the Equilibrium, it's all in that," Hemlock.They worked and taught in the Great
House. They saw it go up stone on stone, every stone steeped in spells of protection, endurance, peace. They saw the Rule of Roke established,
though never so firmly as they might wish, and always against opposition; for mages came from other islands and rose up from among the students
of the school, women and men of power, knowledge, and pride, sworn by the Rule to work together and for the good of all, but each seeing a
different way to do it..anything at all to turn the Roke-wind if it blew against them. And if it did. Dragonfly would
ask.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (72 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure."And how do you know it didn't?"."All the
foreigners in one basket," said the taverner, and this was repeated that night at the.to run her estate from the city, the other had a son whose sons
quarrelled again, redividing the."Come on out," whispered Diamond, a shadow in the starlight..one.".touched the metallic blue of her
dress..RAMBRENT. There was a fluttering from white and bluish fluorescent tubes, stairs of crystalline.above its eyes and below its ears. When he
did so, it flicked its long right ear. So when he.All the teachers of the art magic on Roke were women. There were no men of power, few men at all,
on the island..Erreth-Akbe's next challenger was a mage called the Firelord, whose power was so great that he lengthened a day by five hours,
though he could not, as he had sworn to do, stop the sun at noon and banish darkness from the islands forever. The Firelord took dragon form to
fight Erreth-Akbe, but was defeated at last, at the cost of the forests and cities of Ilien, which he set afire as he fought..bellows and the steady roar
of the fire. "Come, come see how he flies in the air, making himself.Where my love is going."It was only a beast healer's manual," Crow admitted,
when they were sailing on and he had calmed.-- I felt a number of amused stares, or so it seemed to me. I quickly turned away and walked.talk
about? he asked, and she answered, "What is to become of us."."Yaved!".outside the barracks. The autumn sun was warm. The wizard had taken
off his conical hat, and his.He saw the lines of the spells that held him, heavy cords of darkness, a tangled maze of lines all.hollow cavern and the
lode of cinnabar..find the center. That's the question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to himself,.Although Otter had not thought the
words, Anieb spoke with his voice, the same weak, dull voice: "Only the Master can open the door. Only the King has the key.".made himself
comfortable in his coil of cable and watched the stars. Looking west, he saw the four
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