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THE BOTTLE GHOSTS
Draped across his midsection, the terrible cold weight had chilled his flesh; but now his bone marrow prickled with ice at the thought of the

birthmarked detective sitting silently in the dark, watching.  Junior would have preferred dealing with Naomi, dead and risen and seriously pissed,

rather than with this dangerously patient man..In the minister's house, Junior had seen no indications of a sister. No family photos, no high-school

graduation portrait proudly framed. Of course, he had not been interested in their family, for he had been all-consumed by Seraphim..He rolled

Neddy onto one side, but no gold watch lay underneath, so he let the musician flop onto his back again..His silent tears accomplished what his

words could not: Nork, Knacker, and Hisscus retreated, urging him to speak to his attorney, promising to return, once more expressing their deepest

condolences, perhaps as abashed as attorneys and political appointees could get, but certainly confused and unsure how to proceed when dealing

with a man so untouched by greed, so free of anger, so forgiving as the widower Cain..By Sunday evening, a combination of factors-deep

commitment to the philosophy of Zedd, explosive testosterone levels, boredom, self-pity, and a desire to be a risk-taking man of action once

more-motivated Junior to splash a little Hai Karate behind each ear and go courting. Shortly after sunset, with a single red rose and a bottle of

Merlot, he set off for Victoria Bressler's place..Struggling to keep a grip on consciousness, Junior told himself to focus on the future, to live in the

future, free of the useless past and the difficult present, but he could not get into the future far enough to be in a time when the pain was no longer

with him..And the irony of ironies: With her talent deepening to a degree that she had never dared hope it would, with collectors responding to her

vision to an extent she had never imagined possible, with her goals already exceeded, and with great vistas of possibility opening before her, she

would throw it all away with some regret but with no bitterness if required to choose between art and Angel, for the child had proved to be the

greater blessing. Phimie was gone, but Phimie's spirit fed and watered her sister's life, bringing forth a great abundance..Bellini assured Celestina

that they didn't expect Enoch Cain to be so brazen as to follow police vehicles and to renew his assault on her at St. Mary's. Nevertheless, he

assigned a uniformed police officer to the hall outside of the waiting room that served friends and family of the patients in the intensive-care unit.

And judging by that guard's high level of vigilance, Bellini had not entirely ruled out the possibility that Cain might show up here to finish what he

started in Pacific Heights..For a driver who had just engaged in a demolition derby with a house, the mummified man was steady on his feet and

unhesitant in his actions. He turned to Harrison White and shot him twice in the chest..By the time he ordered cr?me brulee for dessert, he was able

to laugh at himself. Had he expected to see a ghost enjoying a cocktail and free cashews at the bar?.The heavy hand would come down on his

shoulder, he would be spun around against his will, and there before him would be those nailhead eyes, the port-wine stain, facial bones crushed by

a bludgeon....."That discord sets up lots of other vibrations, some of which will return to you in ways you might expect-and some in ways you

could never see coming. Of the things you couldn't have seen coming, I'm the worst.".Antihypertensive drugs were administered intravenously, and

Phimie was confined to bed, attached to a heart monitor..After the paralytic bladder seizures had passed and Junior had drained Lake Mead,

Chicane recommended plenty of caffeine and sugar to guard against an unlikely but not impossible spontaneous return to a trance state. "Anyway,

after pumping alpha waves for as long as you just did, you shouldn't actually need to sleep anytime soon.".Junior strove to appear properly

mortified. "Thought I heard something. Searched the apartment.".Swinging toward the open door, he saw that the dead detective was true to his

word: He wasn't here.."Everyone knows about Vanadium. He's a crusader, self-appointed champion of truth, justice, and the American way. A holy

fool, if you will. With the case closed, he has no authority to harass you.".In fact, attorneys for the potential plaintiffs felt that Nork, Hisscus, and

Knacker were too willing to reach an accommodation, and they met the trio's conciliation with high suspicion. Naturally, the state didn't want to

defend against a claim involving the death of a beautiful young bride and her unborn baby, but their willingness to negotiate so early, from such a

reasonable posture, implied that their position was even weaker than it appeared to be..which was tied a gift tag bearing a hand-printed message:

With our compliments. Thanks for your business..He was uncomfortable, achy, thirsty, but he remained utterly still and observant. After a while, he

realized that the sense of oppression with which he'd awakened was not entirely a psychological symptom: Something heavy lay across his

abdomen. And it was cold-so cold, in fact, that it had numbed his middle to the extent that he hadn't immediately felt the chill of it. Shivers coursed

through him. He clenched his jaws to prevent his teeth from chattering and thereby alerting the man in the chair. Although he never took his eyes

off the comer, Junior became preoccupied with trying to puzzle out what was draped across his midsection. The mysterious observer made him

sufficiently nervous that he couldn't order his thoughts as well as usual, and the effort to prevent the shivers from shaking a sound out of him only

further interfered with his ability to reason. The longer that he was unable to identify the frigid object, the more alarmed he became. He almost

cried out when into his mind oozed an image of Naomi's dead body, now past the whitest shade of pale, as gray as the faint light at the window and

turning pale green in a few places, and cold, all the heat of life gone from her flesh, which was not yet simmering with any of the heat of

decomposition that would soon enliven it again.."I get peed off, and I miss some things terrible. But I'm not sad. And you've got to not be sad,

either, 'cause it spoils everything.".If the wife killer had cut himself accidentally, his writing on the wall indicated a hair-trigger temper and a deep

reservoir of long-nurtured anger..Two of her largest and best paintings were in the show windows, dramatically lighted. They were dazzling. They

were dreadful. They were beautiful. They were hideous..Either Obadiah intuited Agnes's fear or he was motivated by her kindness to reveal his

method, after all. "I'm embarrassed to say what you saw wasn't real magician's work. Crude deception. I chose the ace of diamonds exactly because
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it represents wealth in fortune-telling, so it's a positive card that people respond well to. The ace with your boy's name was prepared beforehand,

inserted face up toward the bottom of the deck, so a middle cut wouldn't reveal it.".The old woman crumpled with a papery rustle, as though she

were an elaborately folded piece of origami. She would be unconscious for a while, and after she came around, she probably wouldn't remember

who she was, let alone what make of car she'd been driving, until Junior was well out of Eugene..Judging by the smeariness of the letters and by the

fact that some had run before they dried, the writing instrument hadn't been a felt-tip marker, as Vanadium first thought. A spattering of red

droplets on the closed lid of the toilet and across the beige marble floor, all dry now, gave rise to a suspicion..Considering the protection that it

would afford him in a world full of warmongers, Junior considered the loss of the toe, while tragic, to be a necessary disfigurement. To his doctors

and nurses, he made jokes about dismemberment, and in general he put on a brave face, for which he knew he was much admired..Lifted from his

despair by this exhilarating wrath, Junior turned away from the mirror, looking for the bright side once more. Perhaps it was the bathroom

window..Yet when he put her down in the upstairs hall, she cried out for her husband--"Harry!" "-and tried to plunge once more into the narrow

stairwell..Later, weak and shaken, as he was packing his suitcase, the urge overcame him again. He was astonished to discover that anything could

be left in his intestinal tract..Urgency gripped the paramedics. The rescuers' equipment and the pieces of the car door were dragged out of the way

to make a path for a gurney, its wheels clattering across pavement littered with debris..Precisely what type of prodigy Barty might be was initially

not easy to deduce. He revealed many talents rather than just one..He added verisimilitude to his threats by concluding with a few hard punches

where they wouldn't show, in her breasts and belly, and then he, went home to Naomi, to whom he'd been married, at that time, less than five

months..After tucking the flashlight under his belt, he grabbed the lip of the Dumpster with both hands. The metal was gritty, cold, and wet..Even

when he saw no cop cadaver, no ghoulish grin, no two-bit eyes, Junior was not immediately relieved. Warily, he circled the car, expecting to find

the detective crouching and poised to spring..On Thursday, December 28, employing forged driver's licenses and social-security cards as

identification, Junior opened small savings accounts and also rented safe-deposit boxes for Pinchbeck and Gammoner at different banks with which

he'd never previously done business, using the mailing addresses that he'd established earlier..Junior reached the window seat and stared down at

her. "I don't believe that's true."."Well, it still is to me. But what I've been wondering ... when you talk about all the ways things are ... is there

someplace where you don't have this problem with your eyes?".Indeed, even the distinct fragrance of pulp paper, yellow with age, was alone

sufficient to start him fantasizing..The mortician and his assistant had nearly finished dismantling the frame of the winch. Soon a worker would

close the hole..He tugged on a pair of thin latex surgical gloves. Flexed his hands. All right..Friday brought Scamp again, all of Scamp, all day,

every way, wall-to-wall Scamp, so on Saturday he hadn't enough energy to do more than shower..When Agnes had asked him to deliver the pies,

before she had set out with Joey for the hospital the previous day, Edom had wanted to beg off, but he had agreed without hesitation. He was

prepared to suffer every viciousness that nature could throw at him in this life, but he could not endure seeing disappointment in his sister's

eyes..Junior stalked her, but she eluded him. Always, the song seemed to arise from the next room, but when he passed through the doorway into

that space, the voice then sounded as if it came from the room that he'd just left..They lived too far from the nearest railroad tracks. He could not

rationally expect a derailed train to crash through the garage..As he turned the corner onto Jasmine Way, he felt his heart lift in expectation of the

sight of his home. It wasn't a grand residence--a typical Main Street, USA, house-but it was more splendid to Paul than Paris, London, and Rome

combined, cities that he would never see and would never regret failing to see..Thrilled to have inspired this awe in her, he closed the book.

"Remember what we talked about a long time ago? You asked me how come, if I could walk where the rain wasn't. . . ".He paused, not sure how to

proceed. He was not accustomed to writing letters to total strangers..In her campaign to keep her weight gain to a minimum, anorexia was her ally.

She learned to find pleasure in hunger pangs..Crossing Spruce Hills with John, Paul, George, Ringo, and dead Thomas, Junior headed back toward

Victoria's place, where Sinatra was no longer singing..The wedding reception-big, noisy, and joyous-spread across the three properties without

fences. His mother's name was so often mentioned, her presence so strongly felt in all the lives that she had touched, that sometimes it seemed that

she was actually there with them..By ones and twos, the festive crowd eventually deconstructed, but for Celestina, an excitement lingered in the

usual gallery hush that rebuilt in their wake..Now, here, lying on a bed in the emergency room of a Sacramento hospital, on a Saturday afternoon

only six weeks before the camellia festival, Junior suffered under the care of a resident physician who was so young as to raise the suspicion that he

was merely playing doctor..Holding a shaker in each hand, Tom walked them forward, causing them to diverge slightly at first, but then moving

them along exactly parallel to each other..As though frightened of the gentle certainty in Celestina's eyes, the doctor turned away from he, and

toward the window once more..If Agnes knew that Jacob had been helping her game, she might never play cards with him again. She would not

approve of what he had done. Consequently, his great skill as a card mechanic must be forever his secret..They were in the rain, the

solid-glassy-pounding-roaring rain, every bit as much as Gene Kelly had been when he danced and sang and capered along a storm-soaked city

street in that movie, but whereas the actor had been saturated by the end of the number, these two children remained dry. Tom's eyes strained to

resolve this paradox, even though he knew that all miracles defied resolution..Angel, as if in God's own hands, stared with round-eyed wonder at

the physician..The night that followed might as well have been a night in Hell, though a hell in which Satan provided an electrolytically balanced

beverage..Sometimes, while shaving or combing his hair, as he was looking in the bathroom or foyer mirror, Junior thought that he glimpsed a

presence, dark and vaporous, less substantial than smoke, standing or moving behind him. At other times, this entity seemed to be within the
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mirror. He couldn't focus on it, study it, because the moment he became aware of the presence, it was gone..Hound had taken him, had stood and

seen his people beaten senseless, had not stopped the beating. Yet he spoke as a friend. Why? said Otter's look. Hound answered it..The Book of

the Dark, written late in the time it tells of, is a compilation of self-contradictory histories, partial biographies, and garbled legends. But it's the best

of the records that survived the dark years. Wanting praise, not history, the warlords burnt the books in which the poor and powerless might learn

what power is.."Take care you don't beat evil into him," said his aunt..Industrial Woman, which he'd purchased for a little more than nine thousand

dollars, less than eighteen months ago and at another gallery, would fetch at least thirty thousand in the current market, so rapidly had Bavol

Poriferan's reputation risen..No mystery here. No reason to leap to the ceiling and cling upside down like a frightened cartoon cat..open grave. In

his hand: the white rose, its thorns slick with his blood. He dropped the bloom, and it fell out of sight, into the gaping earth, atop Naomi's

casket..The patches were held by the same two elastic strips, so Barty flipped up both at the same time..Traditional logic argued that an infant, no

more than two weeks old, could not be a serious threat to a grown man..Fortunately, just as he was about to declare his gut feelings to his superior

and risk dismissal, he saw his potential patient. At fifteen, Seraphim was breathtakingly beautiful, in her own way as striking as Naomi, and instinct

told Junior that the chance of being physically or morally polluted by her was negligible.."Maybe he could if he was able to lift it, but I couldn't

throw a pig or an Oreo or anything else into any other place. It's just not something I know how to do.".Through the remainder of his dinner, he was

entirely future focused, the past put safely out of mind. Until ....Hard experience had taught him, however, that killing someone he knew, while

occasionally necessary, didn't release stress. Or if it did briefly release stress, then unforeseen consequences always contributed to even worse

future stress.."Tom, a couple minutes ago," Agnes said, "Celestina mentioned your. . . 'certain awareness.' Which is what exactly?"."Do you want

me to call and confirm how Vanadium was harassing you up here?" asked Magusson..First he tore two paper towels from a wall-mounted dispenser

and held one in each hand, as makeshift gloves. He was determined to leave no fingerprints..The door was falling shut. With no more sound than

the day makes when it turns to night, the detective had gone..With her brothers, she adjourned to the waiting room, where the three of them sat

drinking vending-machine coffee, black, from paper cups..Concerned that Junior's crying jag would trigger spasms of the abdominal muscles and

ultimately another attack of hemorrhagic vomiting, the nurse had with her a tranquilizer. She wanted him to use the apple juice to wash down the

pill..Flanking the wheelchair, Edom and Jacob spent less time watching the graveside service than studying the sky. Both brothers frowned at that

cloudless blue, as though seeing thunderheads..After his conversation with Magusson, however, Junior realized this fear was irrational. If the

detective had miraculously escaped the cold waters of the lake, he would have been in need of emergency medical treatment. He would have

staggered or crawled to the county highway in search of help, unaware that Junior had framed him for Victoria's murder, too badly wounded to care

about anything but getting medical attention..Celestina threw down the weapon even before she turned, and as two cops entered the room, she

cried, "He's getting away!".As Junior blew his nose and blotted his eyes, Vanadium said, "I believe YOU actually loved her in some strange

way.".She got up from the chair, went to the window, and raised the venetian blind rather than look out between its slats..On December 18, as the

Beatles' "Hello Goodbye" rocketed up the charts, Junior boiled over with frustration at his inability to find either love or Seraphim's baby, so he

drove across the Golden Gate Bridge, to Marin County and all the way to the town of Terra Linda, where he killed Bartholomew

Prosser.."Thursday it is," he said, clearly delighted to be receiving only a third of the fair-market rental from his apartment..He placed a phone call

to Kaitlin Hackachak, his trollish and avaricious sister-in-law, asking her to dispose of Naomi's things, their furniture, and whatever of his own

possessions he chose to leave behind.  Although she had been awarded a quarter of a million dollars in the family settlement with the state and

county, Kaitlin would be at the house by dawn's first light if she thought she might make ten bucks from liquidating its contents..Paul sat by

himself, at the far end of the restaurant from them. He ordered orange juice and waffles..Champagne, then, and two shopping bags packed full of

Armenian takeout. Sou beurek, mujadereh, chicken-and-rice biryani, stuffed grape leaves, artichokes with lamb and rice, orouk, manti, and more.

Following a Baptist grace (said by Grace), Wally and the three White women, a fourth present in spirit, sat around the Formica-topped table,

feasting, laughing, talking about art and healing and baby care and the past and tomorrow, while up on Nob Hill, Neddy Gnathic sat tuxedoed  at a

lacquered black piano, sprinkling diamond-bright notes through an elegant room..Kathleen watched him with obvious amusement, aware that he

was savoring her suspense as much as he was the appetizer..They knew no one named Bartholomew, and she had never heard the name from him

before, but she knew what he wanted. He was speaking of the son he would never see..Hesitantly, the ivory tickler shook hands. "I'm ... uh ... I'm

Ned Gnathic. Everyone calls me Neddy.".He had considered tracking down Celestina-and the bastard boy--prior to her exhibition. The alumni

office of her college might be one route to her. And further inquiries in the city's fine-arts community would no doubt eventually provide him with

her address..He opened the solid doors on the bottom of the breakfront, did not find what he was looking for, checked in the sideboard next, and

there it was, a small liquor supply. Scotch, gin, vodka. He selected a full bottle of vodka..Putting one hand on the object to which she referred,

Barty said, "Mom and I were listening to a book when you got here. This is a talking book.".Initially, when told that his patient was a Negro, Junior

had been reluctant to serve as her physical therapist. Her program of rehab required mostly structured exercise to restore flexibility and to gain

strength in the affected limb, but some massage would be involved, as well, which made him uncomfortable..He tucked his left arm tight against

his side and threw himself against the door. The obstructing furniture was heavy, but it moved an inch. If it would give one inch, it would give two,

so it wasn't immovable, and he was already as good as in there..Nolly finally disturbed the quiet: "Well, sir ... you're quite a psychologist.".When
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Seraphim's bastard baby was dead, evidence of paternity would die with it-and any claim for child support. Even Vanadium's stubborn, selfish,

greedy, grubbing, vicious, psychotic, evil spirit would have to recognize that all hope of bringing Junior down was lost, and it would at last either

dissipate in frustration or be reincarnated.."Fifty died in London, in '57, when two trains crashed. And a hundred twelve were crushed, torn,

mangled, in '52, also England.".Could any spell of magic make,.As beautiful as they were, none of these women satisfied him as profoundly as

Naomi had satisfied him..Junior gave the Raisinets to him, and Google left the theater with his candy and his cash..If the nun and the nurse could

know the loathing that Celestina had felt earlier, they would never allow her here in the creche, never trust her with this newborn..Agnes pulled the

stack of cards in front of her. She discarded the first two, as Maria would have done, and turned over the third.
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