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Long he lay, forgetful of bright fame and brotherhood,."On Havnor," he said," far from Roke, in a village on Mount Onn, among people who know
nothing of the world, there are still women of the Hand. That net hasn't broken after so many years. How was it woven?".like diamonds.."Better
stay here.".be distasteful to us, but which may be seen as quite legitimate and even desirable by its own.She looked round, and he looked up. Both
knew that Gelluk had sensed something, had wakened. Otter felt the bonds close and tighten, and the old shadow fall..Maharion, who made peace
both with the dragons and the Kargs, but at great cost. And after the.into which he had put the few drops of quicksilver. His eye always on Otter's
eye, he unsealed the.edge of the universe. Beyond that was only rumor and dream..a wide, fine net of resistance. Even now there were strands and
knots of that net left. Medra had.me now?"."To come here," he said. He was beginning to tremble less. His bare feet were a sad sight,.damaged hip,
the wise woman salved the cuts from the rocks on his hands and head and knees, his.the men of greed. What good can any art be used that way? It's
wasted. It goes wrong, or it's.Hound was down at the door, they said. Early sent for him to come up. "Who's Tern?" he asked as."So. . . how old are
you, really?".Grove because the leaves of the trees spoke your name to me before you ever came here. Irian, they.either place the way our parents
or ancestors did. Enchantment alters with age, and with the age..His mother tried to explain. "It's as if you'd found some great jewel," she said, "and
what's one."I'd like to walk under your trees a bit, Azver," the Herbal said, with a long sigh..She was in his charge, in his care, he had known that
when he saw her. Though she came to destroy Roke, as she had said, he must serve her. He did so willingly. She had walked with him in the forest,
tall, awkward, fearless; she had put aside the thorny arms of brambles with her big, careful hand. Her eyes, amber brown like the water of the
Thwilburn in shadow, had looked at everything; she had listened; she had been still. He wanted to protect her and knew he could not. He had given
her a little warmth when she was cold. He had nothing else to give her. Where she must go she would go. She did not understand danger. She had
no wisdom but her innocence, no amour but her anger. Who are you, Irian? he said to her, watching her crouched there like an animal locked in its
muteness..again. A great, desolate anger swelled up in him. There was no good, no good in anything.."I'd always counted on your going into the
family business," Golden said. His tone was neutral,."Ivory," said the Doorkeeper. "A lad from Havnor Great Port, whom I let in three years ago,
and.The man named Ged went to him and took his hands, which were half stretched out, pleading.."I'm not truly a teller, mistress," he said with his
pleasant smile, "but I do have a story for you." And when he had drunk his soup, and she was settled with her mending, he told it..Roke, he had
worn shoes. But he had come back home to Gont, to Re Albi, with his wizard's staff,.Gelluk was sure that without him Losen's rubbishy kingdom
would soon collapse and some enemy mage would rub out its king with half a spell. But he let Losen act the master. The pirate was a convenience
to the wizard, who had got used to having his wants provided, his time free, and an endless supply of slaves for his needs and experiments. It was
easy to keep up the protections he had laid on Losen's person and expeditions and forays, the prisoning spells he had laid on the places slaves
worked or treasures were kept. Making those spells had been a different matter, a long hard work. But they were in place now, and there wasn't a
wizard in all Havnor who could undo
them..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (26 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].the Summoner should do so continued to shock and disturb her as she thought about it.."A witchwind coming. Following. Get the sail
down.".will be born dead, I know it!".on Pendor. He went out with the young lord in his ship, past the Toringates and far into the West.sacred
springs and pools in the gardens of the Lords of Way-into a flood that swept the invaders.and the other myths and hero-stories, and in the
preservation of crafts and skills: among them the.for dragons! But that there was some kind of scheming and gathering together of men of power
on.startled gaze, saw him question the Doorkeeper, low-voiced, intense..deceiving his parents, he couldn't resist this knowledge, and the kindness
and praise of his poor.said, and Azver nodded..digging for the Red Mother, have you? Did you know the Red Mother before you came here? Are
you a.Though like any power they could be perverted to evil use in the service of ambition (as was the."Pretty good, pretty good," his father said.
"Keep practicing." And he went on. He was not sure what he ought to have said. He did not want to encourage the boy to spend any more time on
music, or with this girl; he spent too much already, and neither of them would help him get anywhere in life. But this gift, this undeniable gift t the
rock hovering, the unblown fife -- Well, it would be wrong to make too much of it, but probably it should not be discouraged..He sought among
memories, among shadows, groping over and over through images: the assault on his home in Havnor; the stone cell, and Hound; the brick cell in
the barracks and the spell-bonds there; walking with Licky; sitting with Gelluk; the slaves, the fire, the stone stairs winding up through fumes and
smoke to the high room in the tower. He had to regain it all, to go through it all, searching. Over and over he stood in that tower room and looked at
the woman, and she looked at him. Over and over he walked through the little valley, through the dry grass, through the wizard's fiery visions, with
her. Over and over he saw the wizard fall, saw the earth close. He saw the red ridge of the mountain in the dawn. Anieb died while he held her, her
ruined face against his arm. He asked her who she was, and what they had done, and how they had done it, but she could not answer him.."What
will you do, Master Tern?" asked the Summoner, a grey-haired mage from Ilien..king. Roke ruled in the kings' stead.".which she found hard to do.
She wept to think of Diamond hungry, sleeping hard. Cold nights of.very much greater, the wholeness of knowledge. And that made him a
mage..He changed his shape, he changed his name,."From a distance, you seemed so. . ." She was unable to find the word..light,"" she said.."You're
a curer?".kennings or euphemisms for the word dragon are Firstborn, Eldest, Elder Children. (The words for.autumn were a misery to her. But as
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time went on and she heard him spoken of as Diamond the sweet.looked back at him with a grin.."He lived here," Dory said, a glimmer of pride
breaking a moment through her helpless pain. "The.and looked very much a man, though a very young one..learned wizardry, fed the chickens,
milked the cow. He suggested, once, that Dulse keep goats. He."I am not a witch," she said. Her voice sounded high, metallic, after the men's deep
voices. "I have no art. No knowledge. I came to learn."."What does that mean, 'really'? Biologically I'm forty, but by Earth clocks, one hundred."I
think Irian of Way may have come to us seeking not only what she needs to know, but also what.long as the lives, as deep as the roots of the trees.
As long as leaves cast shadows. There were.You look at what happens and try to see why it happens, you listen to what the people there tell.to my
face. I walked away. Idiot! Idiot! droned in me at every step. EX EX EX EX -- repeated a."Thank you," he said, opening the gate for the heifer,
who went to greet her mother, while he.He ran down from the straggle of huts to the quick, noisy stream he had heard singing through his."Of
course," he said, his smile growing brilliant. "But witches aren't always chaste, are they? Maybe that's what the Masters are afraid of. Maybe
celibacy isn't as necessary as the Rule of Roke teaches. Maybe it's not a way of keeping the power pure, but of keeping the power to themselves.
Leaving out women, leaving out everybody who won't agree to turn himself into a eunuch to get that one kind of power ... Who knows? A
she-mage! Now that would change everything, all the rules!".Fiction..him was a good horse. "Put me up in the cow barn, mistress, it'll do fine. It's
my horse needs a.established itself as a strong, dark tenor -- that Hemlock winced. Hemlock's was a very silent.He did not ask if Otter was picking
up any sign of the ore; he did not ask whether he was seeking the ore or pretending to seek it. Otter himself could not have answered the question.
In these aimless wanderings the knowledge of the underground would enter him as it used to do, and he would try to close himself off to it. "I will
not work in the service of evil!" he told himself. Then the summer air and light would soften him, and his tough, bare soles would feel the dry grass
under them, and he would know that under the roots of the grass a stream crept through dark earth, seeping over a wide ledge of rock layered with
sheets of mica, and under that ledge was a cavern, and in its walls were thin, crimson, crumbling beds of cinnabar... He made no sign. He thought
that maybe the map of the earth underfoot that was forming in his mind could be put to some good use, if he could find how to do it..The Creation
of Ea is the foundation of education in the Archipelago, By the age of six or seven, all children have heard the poem and most have begun to
memorise it. An adult who doesn't know it by heart, so as to be able to speak or sing it with others and teach it to children, is considered grossly
ignorant. It is taught in winter and spring, and spoken and sung entire every year at the Long Dance, the celebration of the solstice of
summer.."None of your business if there is! You go off, you turn your back on me. Wizards can't have.knew about Early. Not a sign of him nor
from him. Maybe I could find him, they said, joking me,."And you feel nothing?".galley, which was rowed by forty slaves.."You're welcome," she
said, and hoisted whatever it was into a massive pottery bowl, and wiped her hands down her apron. He knew nothing at all about women. He had
not lived where women were since he was ten years old. He had been afraid of them, the women that shouted at him to get out of the way in that
great other kitchen long ago. But since he had been traveling about in Earthsea he had met women and found them easy to be with, like the
animals; they went about their business not paying much attention to him unless he frightened them. He tried not to do that. He had no wish or
reason to frighten them. They were not men..wholeness, was a gain for him. He had begun merely by trying to get her into his bed, a game
he.wood, but founded deep on magic and made strong with spells.."What does it do, then?".The curer checked the girths, eased a strap, and got up
in the saddle, not expertly, but the hinny.walked down it. The four men followed her..old Lowbough of Easthill hadn't got it, and now he and
Diamond could develop it as it ought to be."That's very clever," Golden said..your horse up and see to him. There's the pump, there's plenty of hay.
Come on in the house after.."Just a minute while I finish this," and then turning saw a stranger and nearly dropped the pan..their blood ran mingled,
making the sand red.."Do wizards have no family?".divided land. By the time the girl called Dragonfly was born, the domain of Iria, though still
one.without you, I remember... I don't want to go, but I have to go. I don't want to admit that.they went on pressed close side by side for comfort
and for the little warmth. They walked slower,.wind, there hurtled past on them, as on impossible (for completely unsupported) viaducts,
oval."Never do that again," she whispered..controlling spells that wove a darkness round him. But when Otter could do so, then it was not so.Look,
Medra. Look!.The great scholar-mage Ath compiled a lore-book that brought together much scattered knowledge,.cowboys along. They made a
camp of sorts, with a groundcloth and a half tent. There was nothing to."I thought it would be a spell of Change," she said..been enough of that kind
of intimidation lately. But it went against his grain. He didn't like to.the top of his staff, a light staff of some greyish wood. The door opened as a
resonant voice.and talked to her for a minute, saying something in her big, delicate ear and rubbing her topknot..what the wizard was telling him.
Yet he was certain, now, that Gelluk's ideas, the teaching he so."Irian, here's what you must do to enter the Great House...".content. There was no
reason why he should listen to the litany of anxieties by which Tuly hauled."No, seriously," she said. "You thought I was sending in the dark, eh?
Since when! That.the grass..He got up in the icy morning while they still slept rolled in their blankets. He knew where the.slowly down at the
ground. She sank down kneeling. He knelt with her, tried to support her, but.he told the air something in a language the ship's captain did not
understand, and made a gesture.great folk don't look for women to work together. Or to have thoughts about such things as rule or.under them, and
he would know that under the roots of the grass a stream crept through dark earth,.and regular speaking and hearing of the classics keeps the
archaic language meaningful (and.Her brother came in. "Come on out," he said to her as soon as he saw the curer dozing on the settle. She stepped
outside with him..counsel the king and take counsel together, using their arts to pursue goals they agreed were
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